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Kaze no tani no Nausicaa (Nausicaa of the valley of the wind),
Miyazaki, Hayao, 1984
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Synopsis
Nausicaa 1s an allegorical tale which projects the contemporary problems of

ecology into an era 1000 years after the near destruction of the Earth through
man’s reckless abuse of his environment.

It is the simple tale of a young girl who is forced to fight a momentous battle
against those who would wantonly destroy her beloved home, the Valley of the

Wind.

Nausicaa makes Nature her friend and rallies its forces against the misguided
survivors of “T'he Seven Days of Fire”, an awful biotechnological war that has
covered the Earth with a toxic jungle. It is a tale which sounds a warning to us
all — learn to harmonise with Nature or make her our deadly enemy.

— Production Notes

Director’s Statement

This movie gives free expression to the feelings of all young people today who
find themselves hemmed in by an over-protective and suffocating society. For
several years, I have been offering scenarios on a similar theme but none of
them have reached actuality; I therefore began to give rein to my ideas in comic
strip form in the monthly magazine.

Nausicaa in the Valley of Wind is the story of a girl and her growing awareness
amid the conflict that rages in the twilight era on Earth following the terrible
devastation of World War III. I do not, however, draw the conflict itself. My
concern is with the environment that surrounds and supports the survivors
of the war and their interaction with it.

Is there hope to be found in this twilight era? What changes must we undergo
to ensure our survival? These are questions which I will attempt to answer over
the years to come in this animated series.

When I drew the original comic strip, I never assumed it would one day be
filmed. I was honestly very surprised when I heard of the plans to make
Nausicaa into an animated film. The theme of the film is an awareness of
nature, and it is this theme, I am sure, which will seal the success of this very
exciting and worthwhile project.

Hayao MIYAZAKI was born 1941 in Tokyo. He studied politics and economics, and after graduating
in 1963 joined the Animation Department in Toei Film Company. Films: Conan, The Boy in the
Future (TV series, 1978), Rupan the Third, Castle of Cagliostro (1979), Rupan the Third (TV series, 1980),
Nausicaa in the Valley of Wind (1984), Sherlock Holmes (TV series, 1984), Laputa (1986).
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