| [
c. ne FI Ies University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

Title Adrift in time

Author(s) Deborah Young

Source Variety

Date 1997 Jan 06

Type review

Language English

Pagination 180-181

No. of Pages 1

Subjects

Film Subjects A spasso nel tempo (Adrift in time), Vanzina, Carlo, 1996

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



I —— AT T T

Ve J,Agmn N TIME/

/(A SPASSO NEL TEMPO) ¢
7/ ‘ (ITALIAN)

A Filmauro release (in Italy) of a Fil-
mauro production. Produced by Aurelio De

Laurentiis. Executive producer, Maurizio

Amati,

Directed by Carlo Vanzina. Screenplay,
Enrico Vanzina, Carlo Vanzina. Camers
(color), Gianlorenzo Battaglia; editor, Ser-
gio Montanart; musie, Manuel e Sica; ant
direction, Tonino Zera; costume desig,
Nicoletta Ercole; sound, Dolbv. Reviewed
at Savoy theater, Rome, Dece. 1K, 1996,
Running time: 94 MIN,

ASCAND  covvircvernreeereneee.. Christian De Sica
Walter .. Massimo Boldi
PProf. Mnrtlmer!Jne .................. Dean.Jones
Lorenzo the Magnificent .. Marco Messen
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ers have abandoned their

gold-plated but aging “Chris-
mas VYacation” formula and re
placed it with “Adrift in Time,”
leave-your-brain-at-home diver-
tissement that has immediately
become the most popular Italian

pic at the Xmas box office. Strict-
lvy local fare, pic again banks on
the measured vulgarity of comic
talents Christan De Sica and Mas-
simo Boldi and has been carefully
constructed not to strain the intelli-
gence of anyone over 6.

T his season the Vanzina broth-
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Story starts at Umversal Stucllos in
Hollywnod, where Roman prince As-
¢/ canio (De Sica) and Milanese film ex-
hibitor Walter (Boldi) find them-
selves strapped side by side into
Prof. Mortimer’s (Dean Jones) virtu-
al-reality time-machine ride. Some-
thing goes wrong, and our heroes
find themselves in the Stone Age,
where beautiful monokini-clad can-
nibals try to eat them.

Next stop is medieval Florence,
ruled by Lorenzo the Magnificent
(Marco Messeri), who gets a kick
out of Ascanio and Walter's soccer
lessons. Before they can be burned
at the stake, they are transported to
Casanova's house in 18th century
Venice. And before Walter can enjoy
his host’s lady friends, they find
themselves in Rome under the Nazt
occupation. In the pic’s best episode,
set on '60s Capri, Ascanio unsuccess-
fully tries to change the future and
not marry his wife.

Carlo (director) and Enrico (co-
writer) Vanzina dole out time-travel
cliches with merry abandon, throw-
ing in dozens of references to films
(from “Jurassic Park™ to producer
Cecchi Gori), soccer and politics for
the average Italian to laugh at. Nudi-
ty is considerably toned down this
time round (no full frontals), though
the gags are still lascivious. Boldi
and De Sica waltz through their roles
with good humor, probably relieved
to earn their holiday bonuses with-
out having to do another “Christmas
Vacation.” —Deborah Young
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