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“State of the Union"” should be
an election year natural. It's sock
enlertainment, full of humer and
dramia. At the same time It pro-
jerts a timcely social message. It
calls its shots about the political
scene in a manner that should prod
the voter's conscience, but without
using soapbox oratory. Message |s
adroitly cloaked in good story
theatrics that cleverly ladle out
draoma and humor to make the
po'itical sales talk palatable.

Foxoffice-wise, “Union” is an im-

vtant Frank Capra production
ha: lends ilself to the sirongest
kind of exploitation. It has star
nanmes for the marquees, timeli-
ness of release and, above all, en-
tertainment values that will hold
the interest of a broad audience.
It's not likely that such a parlay
con;d miss.

The hit Broadway play by
Hoard Lindsay and Russzel Crouse
has been t:rnded somewhat in
the screen adaptation by Anthony
Velller and yles Connolly, a
broadening that makes the best
use of screen technique. Dialog has

March 24(Cont.)

headline freshness. and a stinging
bite when directed at politicians,
the norma! voter and the election
scene. All the wvarious power
groups are soundly spanked as they
1ss through a wriling wringer
hat has enough truth to hurt. It's
gstire with a sting, made stronger
by serious, instead of slapstick
tr: «iment.

('ast is loaded with stalwarls who
de_.ver in top form. The fact that
it's pat casting only helps to in-

ure the payoff. Spencer Tracy fils
i= personality {o the role of the
airpiane manufacturer who be-
cories a presidential aspirant. It's
a sock performance. Katharine
Hepburm makes much of the role
ef I'raey's wife, giving it under-
slanding and warmth that register
biz. Van Johnson shines as the
columnist tummed litical press
agent. It's one of his beller per-
formances.

(npra's direction punches over
thic pictorial expose of U. 5. poli-
tics and candidate manufacturers,
th= indifference of the average
voler, and the need for more ex-
l:re.-;siun of true public opinion at

e polls. Plot deals with a power-

mad femme newspaper publisher
who picks up a selfmade plane
magnale and shoves him towards
the White House Lo =atisfy her own
interests. The candidate begins 1o
lose his commonsense when the
political malarkey soaks in and
oniv is saved bv his frank and
honrst wife.

Anzela Lansbury, outside of fre-
qu-ntly unintelligible speech, gives
a topnotch account of herself as
the publisher with ambilions Lo be
the power behind the White House,
Atdolphe Menjou draws a typical
P ruait of the political conniver
who is used by the newspaper
chain. Lewis Stone appears only
briefly In an opening scene estab-
lishing Miss Lansbury's character,
but makes it remembered.

Film is dolted with strong bils
by capable lesser lights, Amon
these standing oul is Howar
SEmith's erass big business man;
Charles Dingle's labor leader;
Maidel Tumer's and Raymond
Walburn's southerners; Marparet
Hamilton's maid: Pierre Watkin's
opportunist senator; Irving Bacon's
butler: and Tom Fadden's walter.

Capra and his associale producer,
Anihony Veiller, have given the
rJ{-ture important production back-

ne in all departmeni(s. The music
score hy VYictor Young; George J.
Folsey's lensing; special efMects, art
direction, sellings and olher com-
tributors figuring Exﬁeﬂly in meas-
gring this one for the top market.
Brog.
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