CineFiles

Title
Author(s)
Source

Date

Type
Language
Pagination
No. of Pages
Subjects

Film Subjects

University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

The bigamist

Athens International Film and Video Festival

1981
program note

English

The bigamist, Lupino, Ida, 1953

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



RO
- i
R i

.......

4 = SR
A H i
5 e = e
T o L b . + T
] L
o
-

USA, 1953

Running Time: 80 minutes

US Distributor: Ivy Film

Director: Ida Lupino

Producer: Collier Young

Screenplay: Collier Young, based on a
story by Larry Marcus and Lou Schor

Cast: Edmund O’Brien, Joan Fontaine,
Ida Lupino, Edmund Gwenn

The Bigamist involves a pathetic, in-
effectual salesman (Edmund O’Brien)
torn between his two wives. One (Joan
Fontaine) is an aggressive yet loving wo-
man who has substituted a career for
her inability to have children. The other
wife (Ida Lupino) is a lonely waitress

and also the mother of O’Brien’s only
child. Sexist in some respects (many

career-woman barbs are thrown) the

film also shows a compassion for the
characters that gives real life to the

story. The tension of the plot is left un-
resolved, avoiding the usual stereotypi-
cal ending.
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