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NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM, TUESDAY. JULY 30, 1940
Daybreak a Fascinatin

French Picture

By WILLIAM BOEHNEL. : ]

For all its grimness and futility,
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Carnegie Playhouse, 15 a peculiarly
fascinating offering because it
deals honestly and unrelentingly
with a group of ordinary people
caught in a fate beyond their un-

derstanding.

There 15 nothing glamorous
about these people, whose emo-
tions and desires lead them to
tragedy and despair. They include
a sandblower, a prostitute, a ro-
mantic young girl who likes to
listen to descriptions of Nice and
a lecherous animal trainer. Nor is
their story a pleasant one. But the
- way it is told is simple, honest and
persuasive.

Briefly it is the story of a labor-
er who wants to marry a young
girl and settle down, but who is
goaded into killing her elderly ad-
mirer not so much because he
wants to kill, but because the el-
derly admirer wants to be Kkilled
out of desperation.

An admirable cast has been
chosen to interpret this Dostoiov-
sky gloom. Mr. Gabin is superbh
as the murderer and fine perform-
ances are turned in by Arletty as
the prostitute, Jacqueline Laurent
as the girl with romantic leanings
and Jules Berry as the animal
— trainer. Daybreak is .about as
funny as a Maxim Gorgy novel
but one must admit that it 15 com-
pelling and heartrending.
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Daybreak, the new French {ilm
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starring Jean Gabin, at the Little
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