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Faarcecdolarmend :
(DOCUMFENTARY-—SWEDISI)

i
— |
Stackholni Dee, 21,

released by Cinemato-:
graph, Director and reporiar, inpmar,
Berpman; camera, Sven Nykvost, First:
showing, Swedish Broadcasting Co., Jan,:
1, 1970. Running Time, 78 MINS. .

Froduced and

For the second time Ingmar
Bergman has not onlv directed a’
im but also produced it. Abcut a.
year age, he made ‘“The Rites":
~which was shown on television in:
Scandinavia, This time he made
his first - documentary, which deals
with the small island of Faaroe,
which Is located in the Baltic. just
nortn of the island of Gotland.

The i1sland of Faaroe has formed.
the setting of most of his features:
since “Through a Glass. Darkiv.”
He not only moved there per-
sonally but it has become the head- |
quarters of his flm activities.

Fascinated by the potentials of
the documentary and the tv screen, |
Eergman and his photographer,’
Sven Nykvist, started more than a.
year ago on a aocumentary. It is
not primarily a film azbout the:
island as such but a depiction of
the fates of the people who live.
on this small island and the prob-
lems they face as Swedish society
as a whole is going through rapid
chunues,

Bergman, who narrates the flin
and handies all the interviews, has
given a number of capsule por-
iraits of people who have grown
up on tne island and known betler
times, when the island was more.
prospercus. - : *

« Although
'may seem ralher untrealistic, there |
lare” sequercds
e.g., Bergman cuts back and forth
between the vicar and the church
Janitor who have been at odds asg

{0 whether the church should
remodeled. ;

S andinavia,
.Document” is, of course, _
film for Bergman fans, The subject

' Today the island is inhabited l)?ﬂ'
-some 700 people. The elderlzv
Eroups dominate as there are al-
most no jobs for younger persons.
‘But, says Bergman, these elderly
persons who have worked hard,
-ought to he given conditions that

‘are more on a level with persons
In urban areas,

. The island is dying out,
:school s going
' Many activities, such

The

an feels that it is
of society as a whole to
€nable these people to continue
to live on the island and still Hit
up their
:level more equal 1o the nation as a
‘whole, ‘

«  Bergman technigue s strarght-

to close down. .
as fishing and |
no longer eco-|

e o

standard of living to al

e i

i
:
|
i

;hfmw.md* He interviews people at
.considerable  Jength. Lets their
faces remain on the screen a large
part of the time and makes no
attempt to cover up cuts but ac-
cepts jump-cuts,

Bergman’s

Message |
of rdre’ power” v;'mm;{
be

Oulside of Sweden or, perhaps/,
Bergman’s “Faaroe
mostly a:

:1s too provincial for even persons
Anterested in filmmaking as a:
‘whole. . . . ~ Fred.
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