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An exemplary worker dies in an accident at his work-
center and is buried with his trade-union identification
card as a posthumous honor.

When his widow begins the procedures to get a
pension, she 1s told to present the trade-union identifi-
cation card belonging to her late husband. To have a
duplicate made, would make i1t necessary. to exhume
the body, but legally that can not be done until two
years after the bunial.

The widow’s nephew tries to solve the problem. He
makes a deal with a group of gravediggers who secretly
exhume the body to get the identification card. But the
following day, when they are ready to bury his uncle’s
body again, the cemetery‘'s administrator finds that the
body has already been buried in the same sepulcher a
few days ago and, since there i1s no trace of 1t having
been exhumed, according to the law he 1s a already
buried. Now the nephew is faced with the giant task of
following all the normal procedures to have his uncle
buried again. He begins a long procession through public
offices, where he 1s faced by legions of bureaucrats and
red-tape which lead him to a violent course of action.
Finally, the death of the bureaucrat offers the lon-
awaited solution. His funeral procession meets with that
of the exemplary worker, for whom, finally, there 1s a
resting place.
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Un obrero cubano ejemplar muere
en un accidente de trabajo y es ente-
rrado con su Carnet Laboral como
simbolo de su condicion de proletario.

Cuando la viuda va a gestionar la
pension, le exigen la presentacion del
Carnet Laboral del difunto. Como no
cse puede sacar un duplicado, pues éso
solo puede hacerlo el interesado, sera
necesario exhumar el cadaver. Pero
esto no es posible hacerlo antes de
transcurridos dos anos del enterra-
miento.

El sobrino de la viuda es quien
trata de resolver el problema. Se pone
de acuerdo con unos sepultureros y
realizan una exhumacion clandestina
para extraer el Carnet Laboral del
ataud. Al dia siguiente, cuando van a
enterrar formalmente de nuevo al tio,
el administrador del cementerio des-
cubre en el hbro donde se registran las
operaciones del cementerio que ese
difunto ya ha sido enterrado hace solo
unos dias en esa misma boveda y que
no consta que haya sido exhumado,
de manera que legalmente ya esta
enterrado. Ahora el gran problema del
sobrino sera cumplir con todos los
requisitos formales que hagan posible
enterrar de nuevo al tio. Atravesara
oficinas, se enfrentara a diversos bu-
rocratas y poco a poco los obstaculos
que encuentra lo llevaran a la wvio-
lencia. Finalmente la muerte del bu-
rocrata proptlaciara la solucion. Su
entierro se cruzara, camino del ce-

| menterio, con el del obrero ejemplar
que por fin encontrara definitivo
descanso.
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