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ANGEL CITY

Jon jost

LIS/A1877/74 mins/CLUB

With . Bob Claudin, Winifred<{>0iden

fornian detective stores it 3 abowut

and the fringes of the morke indus
Ty, ADpropnately it i st i Los
Anpeles (the Angel Ciry of the title)
and i it psychad heart, Hollywood,
Frank Gova, private eye and 'dis
| sembler of illusions’ mvesligstes the
murder of Gloria Franklin, s Play-
thang ceatre-{old starlet auditioning
far the role of Leni Riefensiahl in
Holiywoods remake of Tnumph of
the Wil A5 Goys staris 10 find ouwt
the misnng pleces of the myseery,
the jigsaw puizie disintegraies before
oMl eyet,

ANGEL CITY is sbout the mak-
ing of stories and narrafives, and so
about cinoms and its home 1 Hok

lywood. The fliimm moves 1o on Hol-
L iywoond 1n 3 seriey of amaling trav-

eiling shots in & plene and on & {ree-
way. It s there that the cily of
angels turmy inlc & nghtmare City
which thinives on gnages rather than
reality. Part of that nightmare s the
economic strangiehold of the muls-
nabonal corporations like RKexon,
controiied by Giona's bhusband,
Pierce Def Rue,

Jost’s remarkable fdms have un-
i now rematned unsoen in London,
though he has becn championed by
the Edinburgh Film Festival and
has been invied 1o the Berlin Fey
tsval rext vear. Combining & radse

ANGEL CITY

Fcal polntical and sesthetic awsre- | hired 1o check out the death of »

Jon lost’s moond festure fiim u 8
| detective story. Like ali good Cali-

miurdet, X, big bunnes, nmgue

ness, Josi it one of the most excit-
g fiim~nakers 1o have emerged in
recant yoars.

"Amencan indepeandent direcior
Jou lost must be tized of being com-
pared with Godard, but there’s no
degying that his ANGEL CITY does
 for Los Angeies some of what
Alphavilie did for Paris. Both mories

uSt privato-eye characters 1 invests-
gate mare than mere murder; lost’s
Frank Goys (like the painter’) i

Hollywood starfet and winds up
identifying the villaint as {lusion-
tan and monopoly capitaliam, The
move B sructured as s idnd of
countdown I  tweive numbered
sectons, mnging m theme and tone
from mtire of Hollvywood 1o Amer-
ican ‘visionary' poety. Intcresting
stufl; it's 3 measure of The Other
 Cinema’s value that it alone has
brought jost and his work to Lon-
don.”

| {(Tony Rayns Tone Out)
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