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of that indetinite but so potent thing sometinic-
called glamor she would be talked abour 1
and wide as a great actress.

|I‘| h:.*r I.’I.Tr-w! ilix‘tllll' e aihils one ot
“best to her already impressive list of sereen
characterizations which have been  remark-
ably varied and remarkably successful, N -
dame X7 mav have been the best of all lFe-
cause 1t covered a wider range of life and
went -deeper into human experience. But
the new role covers a good deal.

14

In “darah and Son" she is a mother and ar -
opcra singer. As a mother she 1s immensely
successtul. As uan operd .‘-'11-1']"_’,;1_'1"—“".‘“, her
lullaby 1s convincing enough, and quite touch-
img, but it s not possible to believe in her
great triumphs as Wagnerian heroings,  Her
stature—and not merely her physical stature—
1s not heroie enough.

1T hat has little practical importance, how-
ever, \What will matter to audiences 1s that
she is moving and interesting in a part that
might easily have been maudlin and tiresonie.
Mothers on the screen are ;::'tll'l;i.”_'-, |111|-«|1_1.
creaturgs, loyal and long-suffering and with-
Ot muih common sense or much gift for any-
thing bt drudgery and silent heroism.  The
mother in this case fights a reallv intelligent
battle—for a screen mother—to ret back the
child who was stolen from her as an infant.
Her determination seems of the rivht kind ot
stuff to accomplish things, and her dogged
seriousness is lightened by a naive recognition
ot facts that has almost the effect of a sense
of humor. Miss Chatterton, with her cus
tomary skill and a believable accent, makes her
alive and appealing.

So also is Frederic Murch, and so also s
Phillippe d{* .acy, who here seenis—as he does
not alwayvs sceni—to be a real boy and not a
boy actor. All of the cast, in fact, are pretey
good, though it 1s rather rough sledding tor
SARAH AND Mr. Emery and Miss Llovd, who are cons

SON pelled by the exigencies of the plot to seem

o7 1 villainous 0 the stvle of old-time melodrama.
¢t PARAMOUNT produc-  The ate Fuller Mellish, Jr., served all the
tion, adapted by Loe Akns

from  Timothy 'Shea's . Putposes ot a villan without having to be
novel, directed by Dorothy  theatrical and unoarural.
artners The storyv itselt has plentv of genuinely
\\f‘klx moviersh monients,, where the plausibility of
PLAYT RS 3 0 the adaptation has hard work dispuising the
Ruth Chatterion hokum. The stram s particularly apparent
Piedene March Duris u“!-'li i roward the end. where some :ort of climax
l“‘,'f' Mellish, ] l,;“'_hr." Emery nad to be conrrived. Why the bov is so des-
Ll ftiy SURpee e | Eaex perately ill arer his little escapade in the
\ : mator-boat—unless  perchance  his  {oster-
HER 15 1 thos ””Hh t——“"‘_ﬂ eficiency,  mother was right about his delicate health: -
‘ =3¢ and itor ='.-= rechmicil skl an " hf\ﬂﬁd (eSS, snd <rill mare 8f 4 r.;_
. Ruth gﬁ .‘1:*'_.-i:.:n tinat, ﬁ:.ﬂr.“:rn-d |ﬂ_ { rery s the stranoe bt <entimentally
LRIV aind st iive personadily, makes no ‘!-\':-'. fr"'l‘. fastrr-miother =0 real mnrhie s
er stand out with eponnhous eftect anong vor the final embraes | wsynnose the ifica
TCi Actiesses.  Bhe gives the Impression OF My icoog be found in the wet eves with whi
GG Able to) act almest @ “'i' ng. and stl picture leaves many in the audience.
ve reserve torces that have bt‘cn hir-.ih Dorothye Arzner’s direction « fine andd

whed. H}:f abihiny mlh.‘.! sincenty, apd 'l‘?_lr: relligent with much ma-e denth of feeln>
b ] y ™ & T I
nressaion she continually conveve of a3 nich T L"hj!l""'-'.'li.-{:t*!: than <he has had a cha:

fa .]I‘.d 1.1J1H.Tl' Ih-lt IS 1w IMETIT \CTIOCT. H”"': * ,ih‘“.'.r IE'\'I""-'T."_'_ 1 ‘

cr a Quite noticeable emunence. With mere
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