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A lower-class boy turns against his hard-working
mother when she criticises the company he keeps —
juvenile delinquents and petty gangsters. Ignoring her
pleas, he carries on and ends up a murderer. This film
was Kinoshita's response to the many tarvo-Zoku (sun-
cult) movies of the era, films about the new postwar
delinquency and what was to be done about it. Highly
praised at the time, the picture was called a just casti-
gation of contemporary society. The Naigai Times
described it as "a masterpiece among Japanese films,”
and it won a major Kinema Jumpo award that year,
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