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i ITAN

Faris, July 6.
Munzarofilm refease of Aaf;lm Studio
1l prcduction, Dirscted by Mikios Jancso,
Scraenolay, {vula Hernadi, Jancso:)
camera (Zastmancoior), Janos Kenda,
Reviewad atl Palais Dae Chaiilot, Paris,
Juna 13, '71. Running Timea: 39 MINS.

|

Varga ..., Jozsef Madaras
B o £ 1-13 S ... Mark Zala

MATiE ... e e Anna Szaies

OLOR) |

Madeisine . ...... Jarosiava 3challerova

. dagyur Blmmaker Miklos J a’ncsn!
.nas evoived a distinctive style mak-
g his films as recognizable as:
Jean-Luc Godard, Michelangelo
/Antonjoni and Federico Fellini.!
Janeso keeps to near and far his-
torical times with an unusual,

4y mastery of intricate hut. long:

- ' camera movements and {s more in-.

| térested in a collective fresco than!
individual personification.
! 'This may make it difficult fnr‘
‘commercial ehances abroad though
he did well in France with his look:
at Hungarians caught up in the:
i Bussian Revolution in “The Red!
and the Whits,” but is yef 10 make

} & dent Stateside. However, he has

. been noticed by buffs and eritics.
' at various film fests. ;
. His new one is no easler than
'his others and perhaps goes even

's faurther ...11 delineating the excessas:

| of both rizht and 1e1t at a time of
upneaval Here he returns to 1319
whan the snort-lived Bela Kuhn:
Commune has been overthrown
and Commune and rightist factions.
ara shil] fighting it oui in tne+

- eountryside.

Killing by both sides becomes a
ritual and Jancso also keeops un-

- dressing girls, either for swims or:

belpre they are executed, Intima-;
tions of Lesbianism are also there
but these are sidebar tics of his
that are rarely used erotically.

' f' ~Commune men have captured some
- priests and one is an° epileptic

hysteric given to harangues, dash-

- Ing inta a nearby lakxe and using
‘t:'.ae scripturgs to preach mt}lence.

- He is not killed for the eifect on

‘Daniel .............. Daniel Olbrychsky |

the peasants, and especlally ther

‘wamen, 1S feared

One Commune man commits sui-;
cide when Lo sees they are bdelng
overwheimed. It is intimated that
Admiral Horthy is about to iake
over helped by aristicrats and the
rich. Film swings back and forth |
between Horthy men killing peas-:
anis and the Commune coming 111*
to kill some Horthy men then be-t |
ing captured and killed to a finall
wiping out orf most of the Com-~
mune men.

The veasants are now for the
Horthy men and during a party the
epileptic priest heips execute both
Commune men and suspected peas-|
ants himsels. He, in turn, is shot
by an enigm atic, romantic yaunﬂ
officer.

So the ritual repetition of vio-
lence, and the priests for and
against each .side, may lz2ad {o
involuntary laughter and some ex-|
cess. But Janeso's intricate but].
unobtrusive camera lays aut th.si
time . of revolt and gwes it an ai-
most epic flair'in spite of the lack
of characterization and less than
specific characters. |

Beautifully lensed, and bv»layed
witn brio, tne fAlm is diificult,
sometimes - hermetic, but always
gripping and giving insight into
the terror and violence of revolu-
tionary times that are never élear-
cut or easily defined. Mavhem on
bath sides arz shown, albeit there

 is some more humanity on the part

0f the Commuune.

Jancso romains a maverick -in
Eastern Bloec flmmaking and is
ouilding a2 body of work looking
into the 1848 revolt that led to
police brutality and betraval of the
prisoners ot each other, the Russian
Revolution incidentally “The Rad
and the 1White” was a Magyar-
ausso coproduction cuf dra:tmally
by the Russi .ans, the days of the
Commune, the early days of the
Communist takeover after the last
war and the ferrorists of the '30s.

ITnis Alm will be part of the
Hungarian showing at the coming!
Sorrento Fest and should get in-
terest and the usual pros and cons'
though no indifference. Mosk.
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