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"PEE COUSINS®

Synopads

phs Cousine®, awarded the Golden Bear of this vaaprts Berlin
Festlval, is an excellent sxambls of the Hew Wavs caf ¥France and
is directed, produccd and wrltten by Clauvde Chebrol, & former film
erlidtice Hig do=it=yourselfl %&ﬂhniqu@@ nsved the wey for the o¢ffigial
rgeognition of the young dirocuors and heas brosdsned ¢he 11 lm=-neking
lmri_fwnﬁ ¢ world moviedon.

‘*Iihh uh@ camo male schtor ghe used in his fiyst production “Le
Begau S@?g@,"’ Joan-U lauds Erialsf ap the Farisian, end @@E"&Pd Blain
ag the mro?incial, "The Coua¢nw“ 1s a study of ¢he corruption ul
the inngcantﬁ | i'

Faul { JeaneC lauds Bm.aly}, b?illﬂ.gmﬁ, worldly dscadent son of
G waaltﬂg family, living in a ‘&V*ﬁh gtudlo apartm@nt in Paris, plays
nost ot his t:o,untrymc&uain Chm?leﬂ {Gerard Biain), a ahy 23sveapr-0ld,
They ars tbhth iﬁ;tud@nts working for th@ir law degresse Gha@];g:g, con=
sgrvative, hopast, 1'13 a diligent worksr while Pamnl, in sharp cont-
rast, neglects hia-work &0 purgue mors wWordly pleasures. Ee;c.a‘um of
Chexrlsa® naivete, he is considerad an oddity by his sousinh coterie
& group of di iettantes. Pauls parties sst the scens for these '

ﬁhinhibitiqid Bohemians wWho ce.-rc;*'u_ae against the background of ths

musical strains of Liebestrod, Mezast and modern jazz,



THE [COUSINS

Chirlss 15 ill-at-sase with Paul frierds who bruk' avery
rule >f mor' lity. He espscially dislikes Clovis (Clauvde Cerval),

an ol dsy m Dy of no obvicus income who apparently is living off Paul.
Clovie hei! great influsnce with Paul, supplying him with girls and ‘snter-
tainment' 'or his parties, sndhandling any unfortunate misheps thet
might ar se from Paul¥s romantic interludes,
Only Florsnce {(Juliette Meyniel) a lovely young student

and m? gber of Psul's proup, attrects Charles wio falls deeply in
love with bher. Florence responds to him finding his honesty and
(3 iztcerity. touching. Buf Paul,; egged on by Clovie, convinces Florsnce
vaat it would bs a great nisteke to marry Charles end then makes her
his own mistress. She then moves into the apartment.

Cherlea 1n his despair withdrasws into his room and seeks refuge
in his books «- Lrying to block Florence and Paul out of his mind

gnd sight., During a party Florence becomes borad and sseks out Charles

who throws her out of hias room in disgusi. He crams for his law ex-
imination determined to prove to himself and his cousin that he %oo
can be successful, Ironically, Paul,who has not opened a book,pasaes,
and Charles, feils miseradly.
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