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|Smoke

USA 1994, 108 min_

DIR Wayne Waong

PROD Johnson, Peter Newman, Hisomi Kuroiwo,
Kanzo Huikoshi SCR Poul Auster CAM Adom Holender
ED Maysie Hoy CAST Harvey Keitel, Williom Hurt, Forest
Whitaker, Stockard Channing, Horold Perrineou, Jr.

US DISTRIBUTOR Miramax

The companion piece to Smoke,
Blue in the Face, shows Closing Night.

See page 17.

MNorth American Premiere

Sponsored by
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Collaborating with novelist Paul Auster, director
Wayne Wang (Chan Is Missing, The Joy Luck
Club) takes his camera to Brooklyn, where
scemingly unrelared incidents and chance meet-
ings end up affecting the lives of several people,
even linking their destinies. If there’s a central
character in this labyrinthine tale, it's Augie
(Harvey Keitel), a agar shop manager whose life
thus far has been marked only by the photos he
takes in front of his shop entrance ar the same
time every day, a habit he’s had for the last 14
years. One of his regular clients is Paul Ben-
jamin (William Hurr), a ralented novelist who
has suffered from writer's block since his wife's
death in the crosshire of a holdup. The mundane
daily rhythms of these two men’s lives are dis-
rupted by a series of bizarre encounters: the
novelist is befriended by a Black youth (Per-
rincau), and the tobacconist’s former girlfriend
(Channing) suddenly appears and reveals 1o
him that they have a daughter who's now in
trouble. Linking these characters further is a
paper bag containing $5,000, which gets passed
from hand to hand. The drama unfolds like a
puzzle, and the pieces come together in intrigu-
ing, enigmatic and often quite poignant ways.
Silver Bear winner, Berlin Film Festival, 1995.
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