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"La Rupture,” Melodrama,

m“ at the Playboy

By ARCHER WINSTEN

“La Rupture”. (The Breakup), at the Playboy Theater,
puts Stephane Audram, wife of the director, Claude Chabrol,
through severe trials, but nothing beyond her very consider-

able powers of resistance.

The picture opens with
Claude Drouot), staggering
out of his bedroom and al-
most absent-mindedly chok-
fng her. No reason is given,
though he does look certifi-
ably insane. Next he grabs
their child and throws it
against a wall with suf-
ficient force to fracture the
skull and break some bones.
At this point Helen (Steph-
ane Audran), who has been
urging him te calm himself,
batters him into submission
with an iron frying pan.

Obviously ‘this is a mar-
riage that is in trouble.

Helen calls for divorce and
a lawyer.
Grandpa Wants Child

His parents also desire a
divorce for the son they. think
she has ruined, and the grand-
father begins to plan to gain
possession of his grandson
by fair means or foul, mostly
foul. A man of no scruples,
Paul Thomas (Jean-Pierre
Cassel), is hired to besmirch
Helen enough to force a court
to take away her child.

Most of the action takes
place in an old, cheap board-
ing house-in which Helen has
taken residence to be near
the hospital where her son
is recovering. Three old la-
dies, incessantly spying, gos-.
siping and playing tarot
cards, look upon her with
suspicion. Paul Thomas, pre-

New Line Cinema Corporaton

her husband, Charles (Jean-
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‘La Rupture’

A New Line Cinema reilease. Pro-
duced by Andre Genves. Directed
by Claude Chabrol. Screznplay by
Chabrot from the navel by Charloite
Armstrong. Cast: Stephane Audran,
Jean-Pierre Cassel, Michel Bouquet,.
Marguerite Cassan, Jean-Claude Drou-
of, Annie Cordy, Jean Carmel, Katia
-Romanoif, Mario David, Angeio An-
fanti, .Catherine Rouvel, and Dom-
inigque Zardi. 125 minutes. Not rated
by MPAA,
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tending to be mortally ill and
symbpathetic to Helen, spies
on. her enough to ilearn that
she’s rniot about to discredit
herself. He has to do it with
trieks.

So we're off to a finale of
operatic melodramatics with
virtue rewarded, viillainy sure
to be punished, and irony
seen in the death of the in-
nocent.

It is a shocking reversal to
find that the long-admired
Cassel is here such a figure
of evil. The father-in-law,
played by Michel Bouquet
with thin-lipped, barely sup-
pressed hatred, is a type easy
to  dislike. Only Stephane
Audran, and a couple of
minor characters, the doctor
and the actor, are humanly
tolerable. It’s the kind of pic-
ture that keeps vyou inter-
ested and partisan,- if not
overwhelmed. Chabrol has
made an addition to his gal-
lery of infamy.

853 Broadway {1oth tioor), New York, NUY. 10003
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Jean-Claude Drouot in an LSD-induced rage in “La Rupture.”’

Starnng

STEPHANE AUDRAN - JEAN-PIERRE CASSEL

{hrected and Wnitten by CLAUDE CHABROL - Photography by JEAN RABIER

In COLOR from NEW LINE CINEMA

Produced by FILMS 1a BOETHE
FRENCHM WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES

felephone {(212) 6747460 Fidm Distribution of the New Generation
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