CineFiles

Title
Author(s)
Source

Date

Type
Language
Pagination
No. of Pages
Subjects

Film Subjects

University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

Judge priest

Variety
1934 Oct 16
review

English

Judge priest, Ford, John, 1934

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



1 Tox production and reloass. Stars Wil
. Rogers, Directed by John Ford., 8ol
. Wurtzel, producer.
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- Difficult, beforehand, to reconocile-
' the 1ldea of Tvvin Cobb's ‘Judge
 Priest’” with Wil Rogers. Cobb's:

long series of storics have suggest-
ted another type; portly, slightly

Spompeotty on geaeasion and somoewhat -

Clethargice In movemoent,

and that:
Isn't Will Ropeors.

But when the

tailpiece fades logers has made the

old judge completely hig own. so

much so as to suggest other Judge

Priest stories to follow this suc-

-;ce%sf. the sﬁccag'&e]ﬁ &algfa&ﬂ}"

be question in spite of a number of

artistic shortecomings, mostly in the

“handling of the story devclopment.
That Henry B, Walthall, rather than

the star, gets the final® big scene,

with the blowoff shared with half

a8 dozen o¢of the comedy character

-men and with the final big laugh
a cud of chewing tobacco landing

Inside a silk hat, and yet with
Rogers dominating the scene speaks

much for Rogers' grip on the spec-

tators, pre-esfablished by some re-

markably tine work both in comedy

and pathos, It is not a fine plece.

"of screen writing, but it's & won-
.y derful chance for the star, and he.
gives out more than the authors’

put into their work. N

There must,” of course, be a con-

‘necting thread of story to vitalize

‘the climax, So there are soft spots:
in the action where the characterg
must stop to explain the premise,’
It slows the story, but Rogers im-
| mediately whips it back into a gale
| 0f merriment, |

't At best the story 4s thin: the love

father is not known. The father
is In town, and when he slugs a
man for Jjeoring at her. theo victim
later gangs up on him with two of
his pals. The father cuts his ag-
{ satlant and is put on trial. He re-
fuses to make the explapation

where in the south. The Judgo's
political rival demands that he sur-

|

From the Irvin Cobb?!

.render the Lench, since his nephow
i1s lawyer for the defense. Heart-
 broken at this aspersion of his in-
legrity, the Judgo appoints a sub-
stifute. But that night the minig-
ter talks with hirh, By a ruse they
‘persuade the pompous old prose-
cutor to reopen the case, the minis. -
ter tells of how the father stepped

- Anita Louise iIs a bit too saccharine

) Towler is not given a chance to!
of his nephew for the girl whose ’

which would be his ‘egal out any-

out of the chain gang during the
Clvil War to fight for the stars and
bars. After that there’s no use |
- poling the jury and Rogers enjoyvs

hig triumph over his discomforted
rival.
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- In the court scenes a bit of comedy

relief is the effort of one of the
jurors to rid himself of the product
of his cud chewing. Several of the -
scenes are punctured with a laugh
when the well-aimed shot lands in
the cuspldor. The trial is over. The
lawyer is standing on'the sidewalk
walching the parade "6f the Con-
fcderate Veterans, his hat in  his
hand. There is a chuckle. The
Spitter is scen in the ranks.  The-
chuckle becomes a laugh, and when |
the cud lands there is a roar of
laughter.  So well done that it is
'not as unsivory as it sounds, .. -
Most of the comedy, however, is
contributed by Rogers and Stepin
Fetehit, a natural foil to the Rogers
character, Other efforts at local.
color through the use of Negroes
are less effective, e N
Rogers gives one of the best per- -
Tormances of his career, He¢ does
as well In his scrious moments as
in his comedy moods, and holds ab- !
soluto attention. He invests the!.
character go strongly with . his ner-
sonulity that readerg of the Priest!
stories will not visualize other than!
- Rogers, who is far tog much the
-hreezy westerner- to he the charac- |
ter Cobb originally drew.. . ‘
Tho supporting cast s better in
tho lowoer brackety than in the fme
maedinto support, othor than wWal-|
Jthall, who does one splendid bit in
the courtroom scene. e makes nol
cffort at dramatics, but his volce isi
tense  and thrilling - thrﬂughnut.‘
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’

as the girl and Tom Brown is just}
playing a part, while Brenda'

‘show what she could do with ma-
“teriall. Berton Churchill is - good
and Roger Imhof, ¥Frank Melton,!

Charley Grapewin and Erancig Ford
e S
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