| [
c. ne FI Ies University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

Title 'Pride of the Marines,' tender drama based on Al Schmid's real
story

Author(s) Eileen Creelman

Source New York Sun

Date 1945 Aug 25

Type review

Language English

Pagination

No. of Pages 1

Subjects

Film Subjects Pride of the Marines, Daves, Delmer, 1945

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



-NEW YORK SLUN

ALGLST

25, 1U40.

‘Pride of the Marines,” Tender Drama Based
on Al Schmid’s Real Story

By EFILEEN CREELMAN.
“Pride of the Marines,” in spite of its ilitle, is a timely

drama.

1t is also a goud one.

This picture at the Strand

is based on a true story, on the life of Al Schmid, now 23,

of Philadelphia.
girl who wouldn’t let Al go.
as Al, had a battle to figlt,
more than phyvsical heroism.
to face tragedv.

There is a ring of wwuth to this
film that is not usual in film bi-
ographics. The story is one to
pull you to pieces, as their crisis
almost pulled Ruth and Al. The
story is also one to send you out
. of the theater head high and curi-
ously happy. “Pride of the Ma
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It is also the storv of Ruth Hartley, the

Ruth found that she, as well
Al realized that he needed
He needed a steady courage

Thanks to Ruth, he found it.

rines” is no tragedy. It is far
from depressing. Because
Schmids [aced and accepued their
situation. their storv is inspiring
and deeply, solidly happy.
Delner Daves, who
've ot

youug poople,

the

directed,
hag caught the spirit of these

Schmids in their Philadelphia
house, ihe one where Ruth used
{o live with her family, the Louse
presented by the city to this first
of its world war II heroes. Jchn
Garfield, aithouzh he must be ten
years alder than Al serms sur-
prisingly like him in “Pride of
the Marires,” He has the same
tough, cockyv, touchy, liikable
personality. He piays with a force
and liveliness that makes this
Mr. Garflield's best screen pel-
formanee. It's o fine role, and a
fine performance.

Then there is Eleanor Parker,
older, more mature than litue
Futh Sehanid but giving the same
impression of steadfasiness and
prood sense mixed with a lively
humor. 3iss Parker has not ap-
peared often on the sereen. Her
quict sincerity was one of the
cutstanding qualities of “The
Very Thought of You." Here, as
the girl who would noet let aAl's
blindness com~ between him amnd
o full life, Miss Parker proves
herself a young actress of con

the | siderzble power.
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The Schmids’ story, much writ.
ten avout in the early davs of the
war, is a story of readiustment.
Al was. and is now, a fellow with
great gusto and love of fua., He
tnought he was a tough guy.
And so he was when he mowed
down ZuU0 vapaiese on Guaaal
canal. bBut he was not so tough
wnen he resalized, in a Los: An
geles hospital, that his blindness
was not temporary. It was then
that he tried to brealt witn Puth,
It wa< then that Ruth, who knew
how to battle too, fought her own
fizht and won. “Pride of the
Marines" 12 ene of Warners’ best
war dramns, one still to be en
joved in this post-war ecrn. It
has warmth, excitement, laughter
aind tears, I wish the last scenp
had not falsely ninted at Al's re
gaining his evesight, I wish that
the story had gone further, that
it had shown Al, still blind, =til]
a happy, ccenfident man with a
well-earned plaece in lite, and with
& young son as well as o wife
who still adores him. Even with.
out that, “Fride of the Ma :ncs"
is well worth seeing.
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