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"HANGRAN'S HOUSE") (Fox, 1928) Directed by John Ford
sScenario by Marion Orth and Philip Klein, from a story by Donn Byrne;
Titles by Ealoolm >tuart Boylan; Camera: George Schneiderman; 71 minutes
#1th Victor lMclaglen, June Collyer, Hobart Bosworth, Larry Kent, Earle

Fox, ?ric ﬁayng,Joseph”Benke, Eelle Stoddard, lMary Gordon, Jack Pennick,
John “Wayne, rUSIC ARLANGED AND PLAYED BY STUART CDERWMAN,

John Ford's last r~ajor silent, this is & curious collection of various
styles, with a nod to the pictorial exnressionism brought to Fox fro
Gergpany by F.W. lLurnau, and at the same time a look forward to the
styles that Ford would employ on his much later Irish filme "The Quiet Man”
and "The Informer', Basically a rather ocld-fesioneC melcdrama, it's not
the kind of film that was really Ford's fcrte, end the finished film shova
saverel chrences in construction and charecterisation from the crisinal
scenerio, cbénfes rresumebly rade by Ferd. Yel its great nictoriel

beavty (the film is entirely studio-made)more than refutes Ford's frequent
statements trat films like this were "just a job of work"” to him calling
for no more than rocd workranship., IJo director who didn't really care

about his craft would bother tc include that lovely (vet totally
extraneous ) tracking shot along the henlis ¢f the (st:dic—-contrived) river
in the closing episoces, Avart from werle Fox -~ e wonderful villein of
the cld schccl, buit whose feciel rugeing does rather stend ovt amidst the
~renerally subtle undervlavin~ of the rest cf the cast (perhaps because he
was a comedian whe hsd rade o sudden sviter tc "heavy" roles) - one
especially notices the mresence of John Wayne as an extra in some eight
scenes, and particulsrly es en ultre-enthusicstic srectactor in the horse-
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