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']
cie Rodzinne
(Family Life)
{POLISH—COLOR)

Absorbing and unusual drama
of family relations and the
discovery of self-awareness.

Cannes, May 27.
Filmpolski release of Tor Unit Jerzy

'Buchwald production. Screenplay, direc-
tion, dialog by Krzysztof Zanussi, Cam-
-era (Eastmancolor) Witold Sobocinski;

set, Tadeusz Wybult; music, Wojciech

- Kilar, In competition Cannes Fesival

1371. Running Time, 80 MINS.

B4 Daniel Otbrychski

"Mark ... ... .es.. Jan Kreczmar

Bella . .............. Mja Komorowska

The Father ....v.ive..... = Jan Nowicki

The Aunt ........... Halina Mikolajska
(In Polish)

. The seccnd feature of Krzysztof
Zanussi (“Struéture of Crystals”),
this is an absorbing and unusual

pdrama which shows dramatically

and sympathetically how family

 feelings change over the years,

particularly in the relationship of

| a son to his father, sister and aunt,

The film is confrived, but in the
best possible ‘way, to a certain
shape and rhythm, beginning with
a pre-titles sequence jn which a
young engineer receives a telegram
summoning him home. Under the
titles, there is the car in which
he is being driven by a friend
moving along the highway taking
him back to the home he had left
vears before. |

Lead is handled by Daniel Ol-
brvehski, 26, perhaps Poland's
nearest approach to a young male
“S-tﬂr.”

The house is a ecrumbling old

mansion in which his father still.

works, in the distillation of illegal

| vodka, much of which he drinks,
{ He is alecoholic and unhappy. His

sister is cynical and disturbed, has

| attempted suicide. His aunt is

tired and sour. Their purpose in

{bringing him home is to play on

his sympathies and make him re-
main there, to work and take care
of them. The son refuses, and
returns to the city.

The middle sequence, following
his arrival at the house, is played
slmost entirely indoors in the

-dark, confining rooms. Here the

family reveals itself in sad and

‘disturbing ways and words, Here

the son igs forced to consider his

ties to them, to reject them on

sentimental grounds, to place them
in a proper perspective to his own
life. Few children when grown
do not experience this agony of
choice between responsibility, love
and devotion, and their own well
being. | ‘

The director has played this qut
with thoughtfulness and sk}ll.
delicacy and restraint. EverytHing

| could easily have been exaggerated

tfor effect, but with an able and
knowing cast of players he has

! made an haunting and simple film

with great depth of feeling. It

' deserves wide showings in special-
‘jzed cinemas, Prat.
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