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,;ﬂéIR%MAELE (Universal, 1932) Directed by John Ford; written by Lieut-
~“CUommander Frank Yead and Dale van Every; Camera, Karl Freund;8 rls
With Pat O'Brien, Gloria Stuart, Ralph Bellamy, Lilllan Bond, Russell
Hopton, S1im Summerville, Leslie Fenton, Frank Albertson, willlam
Daly, Tom Carrigan, Francis Ford, David Landau, Hans Furburg, Charles
de la Motte, Lieut., Pat Davis, Lew Kelly, Frank Beal, James Donlon,
Loulse Macintosh, James Flavin, Jim Thorpe, Jack Pennick, Ed Burms.
Stunt flying by Paul Lantz
"Afir Mail" marked John Ford's first association with ex-Naval orflcer
Frank Wead, one of the most prolific writers of aviation and service
scenarios in the thirties, and himself the subject of the later John
Ford-John Yayne film, "Wings of Eagles". Not a major Ford, "Alr Nail¥
1s one of his least known yet in many ways one of hls most entertain-
ing films, made at a time when he was turning out fllms (and good
ones, as witness "Pllgrimage" in our nextv series) so prolifically
at Fox that one wonders why and how he found the time to do Unhls
one at Universal. (He hadn't been at Universal since his Harry Carey
days in the early 20's, not has he ever returned to Unlversal since;
why the property wasn't handed to a Universal contract director like
William “yler or James Whale 1s something of a mystery). It's
formula stuff perhaps, but Ford's variocus trademarks are vislble
throughout; moreover the dialogue is punchy and snappy, the
erfornances uniformly mood {(it's & wleasure to see e two young
12dies fron "ine 013 Jark lcuss? torethor again), and the camerawork
(by Karl Ireundj and the wanipulation oi exceplionally realistic
miniatures, really quite fine, One sometimes monders why these
ploneering aercdromes were always constructed in locations that
boasted a plethora of mountain veaks, electric pylons and constant
fogs, causing more plancs €O crash than to get through safely, tut
perhaps that's just dramatic license, A programmer, "Alr Mail" 1is,
1ike all such Universal programmers, a thoroughly professional and
vastly entertaining job that deserves more attentlon than we can
give 1t in thece notes, but hopefully we can remedy that 1in the

comments prior to the screcning, and the discussion period afterwards
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