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UTeimmarety thore watchable than illumi-
nating, this feature-lengch, Oscar-winning
interview with 87-year-old Robert S.
McNamara, secretary of defense for presi-
dents Kennedy and Johnson, is a master-
piece of hemming and hawing for both its
subject and ilmmaker Errol Morris. [ts
most impressive achievement may be its
power to convince us that we're acmalljr
thinking (as opposed to brooding) along

with McNamara, an effect achieved b}'
i
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Phlhp Glass's thmbbmg score, rapid mon-
rages of tharts and figures we aren’t sup-
posed to understand, and intertitles of 11
platitudinous lessons that structure and
punctuate McNamara's musings. Among
the highlights are McNamara's sugges-
tions that he'd be regarded as a war crimi-
nal had the U.S. lost World War II, that
the American commitment to Vietnam
was a mistake, and that he was less
responsible for the military escalation than
Johnson. He also, poor guy, can’t remem-
ber whether or not he authorized drop-
ping Agent Orange on North Vietnam.
PG-13, 95 min. (JR) River East 21
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