| [
c. ne FI Ies University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

Title Theater week : Woody Allen

Author(s) William Glover

Source Associated Press

Date 1977 Apr 24

Type press release

Language English

Pagination

No. of Pages 2

Subjects Allen, Woody (1935), Brooklyn, New York, United States
Film Subjects Annie Hall, Allen, Woody, 1977

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



ol

- avtobiographicale.

a7 4

- S a eevulveev
cC-ibeater veek, Adv 24 - 2 takes, 450-800 t{
$adv 24 Lwt

AGouCime AND LRADIC OUL )
For LHelease Sun., April 24 f('i’?(
heater Week: woody allen

FROM AP NEWS FLATULIS

APN PHEINT OUBSCHIBRERS L AVE BEEN MAILED ONE ILLUSTRATION

by wWILLIAM GLOVER

Ar Lrama writer

wbW o rudh AP = Loorknobs, it 1is trve, f£ly off at his sapproach,
rvStic Spiders Somehow plerce kls vrban nest, and other improbatle
mischiefs befall with fiendisk reguvlarity.

Just don’t c&ll lmn no oK « ,

**ihey’ve really laid it on HE with a trowel, ?? the owl-eyed comic
lamentsS LiS medla lmagee

‘¢That®s a very inaccuvrate appraisal of me, I°m not nearly as creepy
as they’ve made outs??

In contrast fa the widespread impression about him generated by many
articles over the past decade, Allen calls himself °“*Just a normally
uanappy, normally lncompetent, allenated middle-of-the-road perSone??
haviag been on the Frevdian couch frequently, hhe Svrmises

deScriptions of Lkim a8 &an archtypal nebbish covld te a release *‘for
otuers to exorcise thelr own negative feelings — which is fine, 1
guesSs .+ ?

£llen? Self-appralsal pauvsSed briefly a8 ke rade a sSsudden leprechaun
leap, arms wildly waving, at a cuvrtalned windowe CUutside, a sedate
plgeon was strolling along a Stone balustrade. The bird fluttered off.
“Y1°mn in a bad seat to bear the coolng, ??* Allen apologized. “¢T sy
Still not & great lover of anythling with fouvr feet or feathers.??
oerenity restored, the coanversation tvrned to other aspects of the
Allen persona, particvlarly.as revealed in his latest
written-directed-acted film, “‘*Annie Lalle.?®?

ihe story is abovt the on-again, off-again relatiounship of a moderan
couple. wuch attention 18 pald to the physical aspects of
togetuerness — another aspect of bis creative imperative which hbe
fTeels needs clarificatione

‘“] don?t Xnow why people think of me in relation to sex — they
really Sbouldn®t, ®? he 1nsistse ‘*Ive directed a half dozen pictures
and all bvt one got a £¢ ratinge In this one there is no nudity, no

explicit languagee??
i bit fvrther along, however, he concedes that “*sex anmi death are

thie two moeSt relevant things to talk abouvt in any art forme but I’m

always a clean film makere??
ihe movie bas been catalogued by Several critics as bis most

e .

‘*1t? about Lalf trve and half exaggerated enormously, ?? Allen
says, '‘my own life is not all tbat funny.?®

Allen was born 41 years ago 1ln the flatlands of EBrooklyne Le bas
always usSed personal incident for Lis droll ouvtpuvt but doesn?t feel he
is now developing into either an American Fellinl or Bergman as a
vSer Oof the Screen for prlivate catharsSisSe.

‘“hey’re both geniuvses and beyond anything I couvld do, ?? Le Sayse
ibe biggest influences on him bave been Charlle Chaplin and the Larx
brotliersS .
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Nei YOHK: marx brothers.
Friendship is & key factor on the clnematic fronte Allen likes °**to
be Suvrrovnded by people 1 kKnow, but L wouldn?t uvSe them 1f they
weren?t highly competent, ?”® he says of the recurrent appearance 1in bis
films of suck players & louny Lolberts, Janet llargolin and, moSt of
all, Lliace seatone

‘*1 never consider the general audience for what I do,?? he
continuvese. **It? t00 Spread out, all over the worlde I do what I like
and wheaet oy close Triends likee sbout Six of them — they?re the ones
1 have to face.?? |

soon after emerging 18 years ago from the ancnymity of writing Jokes
for 1V familiars suen as ©id taesar, 4irt Carney, Carol Eurunett and
Garry moore, Allen moved ou from night clvt performance to writing two
plays for oroadway e

*4Lon?t Driaok the Water?? and **Play 1t Again, Sam, ?? were both
SuccessesS, and the latter became a movie. e no longer has interest in

the Stage.
‘“The theater has degenerated, *’ be Says. *‘There’ almost nothing

tb rilling. The Times Square district is louvsy, and what bapprens there
is local.

2 movie 1s all over the country — it isn?®t the money that matters,
it’ﬂ Simply a better experlence nowe??

Allen would like a change of pace the next time ouvt wlth canmeras.
Like tbe clown who would play mamlet, Allen feels ready for *‘a very
seriovs picture,??® thouvgh be probably would JjuSt write and direct 1t
and not perforlLie
ne explainsy *‘usybe 1?11 take a year and See what happens. If it
didn®t work, 1t mlgont be a good learning prmceﬁé-”

e bhas a contract for coumedles, SO Sypeclal pefnissiun wouvld Ute
needed from the money peoples 1Lis, be feels, shovldn?t be an
insvperabtle barriere.

**1%e never made a film that cost more than three million, and I
think they covld afford to indvlge me 1n one plctuvre.??

ihe plgeon was back on the baluStrade, apparently listenlng
lantently. Allen Stuvdiously lgnored it.
E.L AUV AW oUN APKIL 24 — Sent April 9
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