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Summer Storm

Hollywood, May 18.
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: “Smnmer Storm” is a carefully-
made drama of people and passion in
Russza_ 30 years ago, adapted from a
Chekhov drama, It has dramatic
strength in parts, and crities, in the
majority, will probably tab it as ar-
tistic and unusual. But, lacking in

stmng marquee values, picture will
require smart and concentrated sell-
ing campaign to catch profitable biz
at Key billtoppers, but it’s a cinch for
strong suppotrt in the regutar duals.

Russian background of the Khar-
kov district displays intimate study
in contrasts of various persons—Ilocal
judge, George Sanders; young and
impetuious siren, Linda Darnell,
who's determined ta have wealth and
finery; flustery and decadent Ed-
ward Everett Horton, land-owning
aristocrat; costate superintendent,
Hugo Haas' aml Anna Lee, engaced
to Sanders. All become engulfed in
tragedy when Miss Darnell marries
Haas and immediately embarks on
an affair. with Sanders, while slvly
playving Horton for the finery and
jewels he can supply, After leisurcly
wending through lengthy footage of
characters and incidents. girl is mur-
dered by Sanders to soue the others
—but Haas is convicted of the crime,
with Sanders assisting by his silence,
Decade later, Sanders finds it impos-
sible.to live with his secret and pays
for the crime with his life.

Miss  Darnell is spotlighted with
her . pariicularly effective perform-
ance. Sanders is excellent, sharing
siipporting prominence with Hartﬁn
Lori Lahner scores as the maid who
protecis Sanders! secret; Anna’L: e,
Haas, and John Philliber are strong
in support,

Script, with adaptation credxted to
Michael O’'Hara and screenplay by
Rowland Leigh, is particulariy effec-
tive despite details of characters and
carefully - etched situations which
consume plenty of footage and tend
to slow up the tempo. Direction by
Douglas Sirk has the European
touch, but he takes full advantage of
passionate inferences in many of the
sequences, although deftly skirting
the taboos of the purityv-sealers.

Production Jlayout and technical

contributions are topnotch lhmugh-
out, especially phﬂwgraph‘%
: alt
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