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A touch of supernatural comedy also

flavgrsan exuberant new Brasihan com-
ud_ﬁg&t‘}lﬁr and Her Two Haoshands
Ba # newEl By Torge AmadesThe
film &5 a sly. erotic variation on Mol
Cowards ffithe Spirit, about a woman
whese second marriage is disrupled by
the ghost of her first hushband.

TE: movie's mam achicvement is the
charncterizotion of Flor's first hushand,
Vadinho, We first meet him at an puat-
door cefebranion, dressed in women’s
clothes bul flapping an arificial penis
made of 4 giant gourd, It's a suitably
flambovant introdection @@ 4 very un-
convenlional chamcier. We eventually
learn that Viadinho is a compulsive gam-
bler as well as a lecher, drunkard, liar
and cheal. He's a pleasure seeker who
feels no gl aned the remarkable thing
aboul the film 18 that the charscteriza-
tron i3 free of moralizimg, Yadinho 15 50
frunk about what he isand so completely,
unashamedly hedonestuc that we can’
hf}g surrendering 1o his lusty energy.

minists may object 1o the herome's
continuing  submission 1 Vadinho's
mistreatment, Perhaps there = a trioe of
sexism in ihe film, but it really means 1o
rise a larger, mone subversive paint
about the jrrci‘:lrcgsibilit_y nf’fmr:k"!iy anti-
social sexual rmpuolses, After Viidinho's
death, Flor tries living & more subdued,
respectable life with a devoted pharma-
cigt. For a while she adjusts 1o bourgeois
domesticity, bul she's 1|'|'|Lrning wilh dis-
satisfactions. Before long her carnal fan-
tasies overwhelm her end thars when
the ghost of Vadinho malerializes: At
first she tries too resast, ‘but finally she
comes e lerms with her perverse, unin-
hihited secrer life.

Director Bruno Barreto gives the flm
a sensuous texiure, Earthy details siay
ciched in memory; when Dona Flor
cooks i loscrons crab cassernle, we can
Em:lic‘ull:.r taste il Burreto is only 23, so0

i command of the medium seems pro-
digious, There are dead spots in the
narrative, but ihe movie 5 as sedoctive
a5 camival in Rio,
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