| [
c. ne FI Ies University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

Title My uncle from America

Author(s) Tony Napoli

Source Film Journal International

Date 1980 Dec

Type review

Language English

Pagination

No. of Pages 1

Subjects

Film Subjects Mon oncle d'Amérique (My American uncle), Resnais, Alain, 1980

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



MY UNCLE FROM AMERICA

(NEW WORLD PICTURES) Color Fench/English Subtities 125Mins.
Cast: Gerard Depardieu, Nicole Garcla, Roger-Plerre, Marle Dubols, Nelly Borgeoud, Plerre
Arditl, Gerard Darrieu, Phllippe Laudenbach, with the participation of Professor Henrl Laborit.,

Credits: Produced by Phillppe Dussart, In co-production with Andrea Films ond TF). Directed by
Alain Resnals. Screenplay by Jean Gruault. Based on the works of Henrl Lobaorlt. Cinemato-

graphy by Sacha Viemy. Edited by Albert Jurgenson. Music by Arle Dzleratka.

An intelligent and funny study of evervday life that presents social
theory painlessly, but not without sadness. This unusual film, the
most recent and most accessible offering from renowned French
director Alain Resnais, should find solid support in the art house

market. 80-147

My Uncle from America focuses on the lives and stuggles of two
men and a woman, making their separate ways through the modern
world. Three different lives, familics. carcers, occasionally intersect-
ing at different points, but mostly pursuing the questions and demons
of success, sell-image. family.

We follow Jean (Roger-Pierre), a teacher turned writer turned
bureaucrat, jugghng pohtics, family. and lover. while dreaming of the
comfortable provincial life of his vouth. Janine (Nicole Garcia), his
lover. is a voung woman of radical working class stock, who dreams of
recognition as an actress. Best of all. theres Rene (Gerard Depar-
dieu). a big boy, Catholic and cager, who rejects life on the famuly farm
to find success in the city.

The film 1s the most recent effort of dircctor Alain Resnais (7 ase
Year Ar Marienbad, Providence) and screenwriter Jean Groaull
(Jules and Jim, The Storv of Adele H.) and is unusual in every
respect. Based on the work of Dr. Henn Laborit, a hologist and
natural philosopher who has studied the effects of contlict and aggroes-
sion on living organisms, the film is “theoretical™ and complex. But.
far from being a dry documentary, the film weaves Dr. Labont's
theory with the stories of the three very hikable, very human charac-
ters. and manages to offer many insights into the way we live today.

Mon Oncle d’Amerigue views the early lives and carcer struggles ol
the talented and emotional Janine; the intelligent and sometimes
arrogant Jean, comfortable in his role as a cultural burcaucrat lor
French National Radio; and the unfortunate Rene, who works so
hard and eagerlv as a middle-manager for a textile firm. until it’s
bought by a multinational and his world is shaken. Using a complex
editing technique that reflects a very original and creative view ol
cinema, Resnais intersperses scenes of the three characters in ex-
tremely pressured moments (romances forming and ending. compet-
ing with other employees, political backstabbing). with the cool and
detached comments of Dr. Laborit detailing the ways in which con-
flict and aggression are used in society. Sometimes the characters' lives
touch, as when Janine 1s rejected by her lover, Jean. and meets Rene at
a businessmeeting (where Janine is now emploved as a designer). and
proceeds to use his weaker ego as a punching bag. |

The film uses many free associations: fragmented. not lincar.
storyteling: montages which try to move the viewer bevond the
accustomed logic of everyday life. to see why we behave and feel as we
do. Whether the ideas presented are accurate is immaterial (and there
iIs reason to wonder about their own icy logic. as presented by the
God-like Dr. Laborit. calmly spouting thcory while the characters
struggle. pull. and sweat). Nevertheless, the film is a funny and
absorbing meditation, wonderfully acted. which. for all its (Taws.
expands the possibilities of cinema. Tony Napoli

~1! .

Jug Flr Qmoz nol Qoo [T

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



