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=/ Hitler's Mad Dream of Conquest

Ended 11 Years Ago in Suicide

hew Motion P:clure l rom -"Lus:trm Iellt nf |.ast Dms Before I\a'ﬂ Dicta-
tor Perished in Ruins of Chancellery as Russian Armies Advanced i

Berlin—A Scramble by “F

Faithful™

to Save Themselves.

By JoH~ Lownay.

EW YORK --In the under-|

ground hunker, 30 [eet

heneath the flaming re-

maing of the anre-mag-
nificent Reichs chancellery in
Berlin, the silence was almosi
unhearable.

The black-shirted & 5. guards
had wvanished from their posix
at the exits, Corridors thal
nnly a few dayvs ago had echoed
in the busy sounds of a military
headquarters now lay deserted.
Only the rumble nf Russian
artillery shellg crashing into the
burming holocaust above pene.
trated dully through the thick
walls of the subterranean shel-
ler,

In the ante-room of the bunk-
er's small but luxuriously ap-
poinied Fuehrer's apartment, a
small group of men and women
waited tenselv. No one =aid a
word. It was just before 4
o'rlock in the afternonn of April
an, 1945, and the curtain was
ahout 1o come down on one of
the strangest dramas of our
time. In another minute, a shot
would ring out and Adolf Hitler
would be dead by his own hand;
the nightmare of the Nazi Reich
would come to an abrupt end.
the river of tears and blood on
which Hitler and his henchmen
rode to their glory would stop
flowing.

The story of the final week In
the hbunker, when HItle:
trapped alternated betwern
desp despair and & madman’s
wild dreams for relief, is told
vividly and rralisltrally in a new
Auslrian movie, *"The Last Ten
Davs." which npened here in

shnuld leave Berlin and transie]
hi= headquariers tn =aler Ra.
varia. Hitler raved and ranted
He denounced the army, hr
called (he Lufiwalfe traitors

'with hi= doctnr and a death pact
with Fyva Braun, But the woman
|he had lived with since 1935 had
one condition— marriage, She
was willing to die, but only as

ALBIN Skopa, 15 THE Roix or HiTLER, BrrATEs HERMANN
Frarurin, Liaison ror HrinricH HimMier, WHo Was Making

Prurk OVARTURES TO SWEDEN
OUT AND SHOT,
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. » SHORTLY FroeLEIN Was Lrp

and for the first rime, he lalked
ol d_uni: in Berlin.

The Last Meeting.
On April 24 his general stall

New York Aoril 11. Alhin Sknda
plavs Hitler and easily could
pass for hiz double, Erich
Maria Remargque wrote the
script based on the book of the
same title by M. A. Musmanno,
an American olficer who, afler
the war undertook an exhaustive
investigation of how the Ger-
man dictator came to his in-
glorious end.

Ruthless Egotist.

The last 10 davs of Hitler In
a measure reflecied his entire
erratie career, marked 'r.-;.* his
intuitive hut shrewd acis, his ah.
solute ruthlessne=ss and his fan-
tastic sense of ege, The killing
went, on almost 1o the last mo-
ment, and always Hitler wnas
obeved, even when his aides
knew fully well that the war was
loxt,

Above, Berlin went through
death agrnv. But below, Hitler's
fatal magnetism held almost to
the last moment. On April 20
there was a gala party in the
bunker. It wasx Hitler's 356th
hirthdayv and they broke out the
champagne bottles. Brightly uni-
formed officers came o the un-
derground headquariers 1o offer
their felicitations, Himmler was
there, the Gestapo chief; Goeb-
bels, Hitler's loval propaganda
minister; fat Hermann Goering,
whose Luftwaffe was practically
nonexistent; wvon Ribbentrop,
romplele with monocle: the
generale —Jodl, Keitel, Krebs,
Burgdorf and Admiral Doenitz;
Fvan Rraun, Hitler's mistress,
and others,

They spoke of victory. Later
in the evening, Gnebbels went
nn the air to exhort the German
people 1o give their all to the
Fatherland.

*“*The Fuehrer Iz at the head
of hiz troops.,"" he exclaimed.
"He will lead us to the inevita-
ble, glorious wvictory.”

Hitler's eyes lit up. He strode
into the map room and delivered
to his awed audience a raspy
lecture on how the German 9th
army corps would come tn break
the Soviel's iron ring around the
capltal,

1t the birthday party had
buoved Hitler's spirits, events
in subsequent days served to
dampen them ronsiderably.
Fven hix own officers, condi-

officers arrived at the bunker
for the last time. Russian ar-
tillery was laying down a steady
barrape. Communication with
the headquarters was becoming
difficult, Hitler was depressed.
He =ajd he had been let down
by his people.

By that time, the dictator was
no longer the image that had

once sternly looked down on the

Germans from millions of swas-

tika-adorned posters, Hitler had
He|.

hecome premalturely gray.
was limping heavily and his lelt
evelid was twilching vieolenily.
His hands, tno. had an uncon-
trollable tremor. His  mind,

drugged by injections from his

quack doctor, Theo Morrell, was
lucid only part nf the time. He
suffered from siomach cramps
and incomnia.

Apart from the military silua-
tion, two personal blows hil

Hitler almost simultaneously and riage ceremony- fook place by

caused him 1o shout “'treason’

over and over again, Both Himm-
ler and Goering left the bunker
after the birthday party on the
were never 1o see
Goering flew to
Bavaria and sent Hitler an ulti.

200th. They
Hitler again.

maium: Since (on April 22) Hit-

ler had made it plain he would

siavy in Berlin,
should

he
immediately

[ Goering)

ernment.
ordering
stripping him of all ranks.

Soon after, the radio brought
Himmler—his
“faithful Heinrich,'" under whose
orders the Nazls engaged in their

more bad news,

orgy of killing—had made peace
overiures through Sweden. Hit-
ler called In Hermann Fegelein,

hiz brother-in-law and liaison for
Himmler, After denouncing him

vinlently, he had him marched
out Into the rourtyard and shot.

Hitler now knew that the game
was Jost, He discussed suicide
quite openly with hiz aides. The
personnel in the bunker sensed

that the end was at hand. There
wax a general relaxation of dis-
cipline. In the S. S. quarters,
orgiex took place.

“"We knew what he was going

to do, and we were just anxious

for him 1o get it over with and
tn get out of that bunker,' re.
called one survivor.

Mrcusars Sulclde,

tioned never 1o contradict the
Fuehrer, were ftelling him ﬂmrl
the ttle wax lnst, that he

But Hitler =till took hiz time.
On the 28th he again dizcussed
a surefire method of suicide

be made
Fuehrer and take over the gov-
Hitler responded by
Goering’s arrest and

his legal wiie, Ilitler rensented.

Red army
vancing through Berlin's sub-
way tunnels where thousands of
homeless Berliners and wounded
Wehrmacht soldiers had taken
refuge. From the bunker, an
officer would use underground
telephone cables te ring sub-
scribers and determine how far
the Russian tanks had pene-
irated. When it became clear
that the Soviets could advance
speedily underground, Hitler is-
sued a brutal order: Flood the
tubes, S. S, teams with dyna-
mite went out. When their work
was done, the river Spree poured
inta the =ubhway tunnels, drown-
ing all tho=e hiding there,

his valet, Heinz Linge, and gave
him his {final instructions, He
and Eva would kill themselves,
The bodies were 1o be burned.
All of his personal possessions
were to be destroyed, except the
picture of Frederick the Great
that hung In Hitler's study. At
midnight on the 29th, the mar-

the light of a flickering candle,
Russian artillery provided the
wedding music above, At 2:30
that morning, Hitler and Ewva
bade farewell 1o the inhabltants
of the bunker.

An hour before that, Hitler had
dictated his personal and politi-
cal wills, in which he again de-
nounced the army and fts
leaders, appoinied Doenitz as the
new Fuehrer and denounced in-
ternational Jewery ax one of the
primary forces rcausing his
defeat. Adolf Schickelgruber,
once thwarted by a Jew In his
ambitions to become an artist,
waz =till seeking his ravenge.

At ten minutes to four in the
afternoon of the 30th, Hitler and
Eva emerged once again from
their apariment. There wax an-
other round aof silent hand-
shakes. The Russians were now
only a few thousand feet distant.
Then the_door closed behind the
doomed couple, When the =hot
rang out, Linge and Arthur
Axmen, the Nazl youth leader,
walked into the room.

Hitler was half sitting on a
zofa, hix head slumped over a
little table and bload trickling
from his temple. He had shot
himzelf through the mouth. Eva
had bitten on a vial of poison.
The bodiex were carried u
stairs inte the vard and doused
with gasoline. The Russian shell.
ing started again, Someone
threw a lighted torch and the

flames hissed into the darkening
*ky.
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