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SIEGKFRIED

Directed by Fritz Lang

Photographed by Carl Holimann

THIX CAST

Siegiried e oo aul Hichter
Kriemhilde oo e Margarete . Schoen
Brunhilde oo ooomomaan o U Hanna Ralph
King GUNIReT o e Theodor Loos
Hacen Fronjle e e Hans Schlettow

« KD in Woden Wood g case, over=hadoved by trees centuries old, 18
g ‘% AMime's blacksmith shop. Mime, poast masier in the cralt of lorging
& - swords, is renowned in o1l the kingdoms of Europe.  Siegtfried, the only
son of Wine Sicemund of the Netherlands has bheea enorusted o him, to learn
the trade ol an ”m-azzf;mrr* and. durine his hovhood vear<. Mime and 1118 *unc-:mth

. T L

helpors are his onlv cotmpanions.

Fie lone the hov has orown inte o vouths Wiih o o ehviots ove Mime
watehos the tall and powerful voung man hammering a sword for hiumself.  So
powerinl is the blade thet it cleaves the anvil on whicli it was lashioned. So
sharp is voung Siecfried’s sword that a feather walted in air is cut in two as it
descends. Mime, the master, dismisses his yvoung punil: e thee well, Sieglried,
son of King Siecmund.  No more can 1 teach thee”

Facerly Sieglried girds on his sword and leaves ihe hlacksmith’'s cave to
motint l;'i:-:: hor<e and retuin home, JJust then, one of Mime’s helpers is telling
his comrades a sfolry which proves of interest to the youna hero. The man, while
preparing fish for dinner, tells ol Kriemhild, princess of Burgundy, of her brother,
Kino Gunther in towering castle on the Rhine. He praises the chastity and the
hf;fmtit,v of Kriemhild and the vigid ceremony at the KWing's castle. When the un-
muth* blacksmith mentions Kriemhild’s name his entire expression changes and he
appears to he speaking of a living saint.

“1 ghall go to Burgundy to win Kriemhild,” Siegivied, the eagerly listening
vouth, exclaims. A\ volley of laughter on the part of Mime's men is the answer.
éiegfried, in a fury, would choke the worst of his lormentors but Mime interferes.
Mime declares he wilt show Siegliried the road to Burgundy, and he leads the
young adventurer to a shorter path through the old forest. The ground is still
damp after s thunderstorm. Mime shows Siegfried the road to Burgundy and
the latter takes his departure, joyfully stroking the mane of his white horse.

When Siegfried is out of sight, Mime, jealous old master, sneers: “Farewell,
Siegfried. Never will you arrive at Burgundy.” ¥or Mime, the personification
of envy, knows only too well, that Siegfried, in pursuing the road shown him,
must encounter the fearful Fafnir, giant in the guise of a tremendous and terrible
fire-spitting dragon.

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



In the cvening Sieelfricd comes upon the dragon ijj.th'*?i:;j:i,"!lis-gt;.(;’«,‘m'{ftl lazily
swaving his huge head quenching his thirst in a ;-'-_;h:"zd_wl:pi};t);];"‘f“.;S‘ﬁzgf.i‘?if}{l steatthily
approaches the dragon and without sense of fear valiantly attacks the fiery heast
with his invincible sword. A great battle ensues and the dragon:is finally struck
to death. A drop ol the beast’s blood falls on Sieglried’s hand. The yvouny
warrior puts it to his Iips and at once understands the language of the birds which
in the trees above him. advise him to bathe his body in the Qlood of the slair
dragon, so that he will become invulnerable. A,

Sieglried follows the advice of the small songsters and. feaps into the pool
With o Tast twiteh of his tail the dying dragon .shakes a. tree, dislodeing a
trembling leaf, which flutters to rest on Siegfried’s left shoulder. The blood rails
to touch this spot. Tt is the “Achilles heel” of Siegfried, the vulnerable spot.

Volker, poet and ininstrel, eomes {o the court and sings. the sonv of Siee-
fried and the dragon. In his audience are Ute, mother of King Gunther, and
hricmhild, her enchanting daughter. Volker, wizard of minstyelsy sings of how
Siegiied. after slaving the dragon, captured the tieastve of ‘the Nibeluncen fiom
AMberich, Fing of fthe dwartscand overpowered twelve Kines, vedvine thoom v bs,

White still sincing Siegirvied’s praises, the warders of 490 drawhridee an-
nounce the arrival of the very hero of Volker's song; Siegfried is at the portals
ol Buroundy.,  Hagen Tronje, unele and most faithful of - iime Gunthoer’s en
wins the fotter nol to adimit the youne hero,  Hageon. koows Spt hoaltle fid
<Ceifes oo i~ e onhy ce at court who st v ewrs the costtnne.ol his forefithes <
Steciried, the nviceibles he savs, would be a dangerons man to hove as vnesi,

st adiant Voller sives different advice and King Ganthes bide wolcono 1o

=
o

Sicetvied in the noie of the Rings of Burgundy.

- Standing behind the curtains, Kriemhild watches the entry of Sicofriod aidd
byis fodboos s =~ dindd~ b Yatr and bold: A RN R TR S T BTV S FEt B LSRR RS I S R 1
crown and regal purplc to bid welcome to the voung King ared oo nig ern

the veception, however, is all but peaceful. Sieefrvied frankly ood omeniy
states thar he eame to make Kriemhild his wife. " The answer, civen by [
Gunther aiter consigerable meditation, i that Kriemhild ig to become Sie{viod's
consorl onhv under one condition: Siegfried is to become a vassal of Gunther and
accompany the fatter o fectands to the castlo oF Broahilde, "This vostle i oteds o
A=t dntruder= by oo It of flames. Brunhilde, steonoost wom: o an oo th, s
announced that she will not marry unless her suitor proves superior o her in
arms.

scorntully Siestried, the hero who has made tvelve Kings his vassals, refuses
to become a servant of another king. The blades are flying from theiy scabhirds
when npiemhind, surrounded by her women, enters to offer cup as welcome to
sicglried.  When Siegiried sees the beautiful Kriemhild, his pdde lenves hiim and
he dechues himselt peady to go to Iceland to overpower Brushilde and win
Kriemhild for himself. T

Siegtried 1s in posseszion of Alberich’s magic cap.  This vap makes him in-
vicibie and cmpowers hime to appear in any form he chooses. {le annboars as
iKing Gunther and, in this form, Siegfried overpowers Brunhilde. King Gunther
brings the conquered maiden to Burgundy as his bride. A double wedding tales
place between Gunther and Brunhilde and Siegfried and Kriemhild. But Brun-
hilde is suffering mental agonies. She is in despair to think that she has been
conquered and is also in despair at Gunther, the rean she believes has conquered
her. Hagen knows very well that Brunhilde will never acknowledge Gunther as
her husband unless she iz subdued. ’

knowing that in the meantime Siegfried and Gunther have sworn brother-
hood in blood, Hagen persuades Siegfried to once again make himself invisibie
and subdue Gunther’s yvoung queen. But during the struggle a golden armilet
remains in Sieglvied’s hands. Siegfried coneeals the armlet in his cloak and.
happy to be united with Kriemhild, gives no more thought to the matter. |

(in the very day when the Nibelungen treasure—Sieglried’s gift to his bride —
arvives, hidemhild tinds the armlet, places it on her arm and, when she extends
her hand to greet Siegirvied, he recognizes the armlet. Direading the vorst, Sieg-
Iried tells s wife the entire history of the bracelet and asks her to <wonr never 1o
tell any living being what she has just heard. o

Brunhilde, who secretly hates Kriemhild ns much as she loves sieglfried
through jeulousy of Kriemhild, provokes a controversy when they are -EI;f.EI*ii}j-‘:'
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the portal of the cathedrnt.  She dennmds as Burgundy's queen iu wm  the cathed-
ral betfore Kriemhild since, as she sneers, Kriemhild's tusband is but . waﬁ.ii of
King Gunther, El“ie.mnlld losing her rcason, hastily draws Bi lliﬂ’tl]{]fﬁ% hiracelet
from her dress and shows it to her ddwzmn,, thus proving that it was Siegliried,
Kriemhild’s hushand; who overpowered (he haughty Br unlnlde three times, only
to make her a pﬁ?sent to the weak King Gunther.

aving with ire and shame, Brunhilde rushes to Gunther demanding Sieg-
fricd’s death., But King"(}zmther refuses her the life of his bmﬂm-—-h# hiood.
Then Brunkilde takes refuge in a lie; she claims that while taking the bhracelet
from her arm Siegfried - took from h{‘i the sacred privilege that should have neen
reserved for hes hashband.,  Gunther believes her and, in (,!{?H]}{)H{lt’}l]{'}’, Oiclers Sipo-
fried to l_}f‘. lii!iﬁd during she forthcoming hunt. Huacen undertakes to zain from
Kriemhild the secret of Siegiried’s only vulncrable spot.  Kriendhild in happy
icnorance, sews a siltken cross in the very spot on hier hushand’s carment. Haeen's
spear }'}i(‘I"EGS Sicefried’'s back.

When Gunthey carries the news of Sieglried’s death (o Brunhilde. the woman,
with an inzane kbaach, admits that she has been !55:‘1;.}: and that Sieatried went Lo
tis carly grave an innocent iman. Gunther flees from his wife and hurries to
hriemhild, who has found her husband dead in the paduce. When Haeen eniers
the room Sieglhried's wound commences o bleed aeain, Thus Kriembild learns
who Kitlted bes bhwushand,  She demands from her brother Gunthior the head of
Hagen as reveage for the death of her hushand. But Gunther and his entire
clan protect Hagen, Then Krigmhbild severs connections with her Gamily, saying:
“Even i thou hidest behind thy clansmen, even if thou hidest on God's altars,
tHagen ‘Tronge, cven tf thou hidest at the end of the world, thou =hall not cseape
the arm of oy vengeance

hriemhbitid turns back on her brother and zoes to the cathedral where Sieg-
fried’s body iy lying 1 state. At the feetl of Sweglvied. wriemhild finds the lfeiess
form of Brunhilde, who has killed herself at the bier of her victim,  Like two
stone ficures of a monument, two wooon, one ok, one tair. bold the diogh
watch over the éarthly remains of the man they both loved.

In Valballa the Guds prepare for Sieglried's «rrival and make room for him
in their midst.
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