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e mioslh cemo-
bonal ol althowgrh al,

i wsoan andusbry, also one ol Lhe mosl
dalile,  wo  aro ono vaslh  nervous  organ-
e omsolar as omajor  lende moves

mends and inllnences are concerned. LU sell-
evminabion. mud analysis of pasl evenls avo
Belpful i Glling the individual to [nee Lhe
fulwre will more confidonee ik may be equally
Benelicinl For an indusbry Lo oceasionally Lake
dock ol ils Torgollen alls wilh an eyo lo
[ulure evies ol o [m*ﬁihh' similar nalure.

U Mowday, Dee. 1920, molion piclure
ATt Wi ﬁl.ull-h.tl el
b by Lhe news hal o German-made pic-
e, vinder Che Likle o Prssion ™ had hroken
he hov oflice record ol Lhe Capitol Thealre,
bev Vork.,

Followime ils sensabional HSunday opening,
e picluro ran fwo weeks al the big Droad-
wiv Thealre, hemmg Lhe second produclion Lo
pelily o bwo weeks nm and Lhe theatre hncl
tien heen B Over noyeav,

Pesides hreaking hu:x ollico records, il seri-
asly alarmed some of our hilherlo unde-
fealedl production champions and worse slill,
hiealened Lo prove Lhe advanee gunrd ol a
(evman anvasion Lhal vught rum our produc-
Lo mduskey linanciadly.

Motion pielure annals, pieluresque as Lhey
ate, hobil Few sensalions  Lhal, l."tlllﬂ.]. the ad-
venl of Pola Negrer in “ Passion”

Tho sereen of (he world’s largest Lhealre,

had nol been seeured for “ Pasdion ” wilhoul
ellorl.,

listory of “Passton’

Ibvid PP Tlowells brought the piclwre Lo
Amerien, He begped and pleaded wilh wisa
evibilors Lo ook al Lho production. Hoving
adibled e advanea Lhal i was o German
mado costuome  pielure, b look all of lus
saiperh salesmanship Lo gel the big chiels of
Fisl National Lo oven sercen il

Koberl Tacher, Tavrey Schwalbe, J. D. Wil-
hams el olher of Lhe Girenil’s sbalwarls first
withessed Lhe Lablle Mhlliner's way wilth »
Moz, i Lhe dark, chilly projection room of
he eompany’s old headguartors i Lhe (all
ol 1150,

Warmedd hy Lhe fire of Pola Negr, slivved
b the premius of Lubilseh, they eapilulaled,
Then Tollowed n fesk run of the pielure al

Jaroh Palnan’s Garden Chealre, Pallerson,
W and Y Passion” made rood.

o the weanbime, S, 1., Rolhnlel ol the

Mew Yok Capilol i viewed * Passion,” re-
chvidened From s original Lillo “ Dullnrey
by M. Wilhams, and heeame convineed Lhinl
tha pradnelion was worlhy o plaea in his
Meadre, Cribies enlogized il. Tola Negri be-
camo 2 rara i o week. IL Tifled the ban on
cedome prelures and slacled the Qerman in-
v wilh o rushe The publie’s acceplance
of Gierman [ on Lheir merils as works of
al pmd enleriainmentl. threw our produclion
el anlo a near panie. IL was obvions Lhat
we conld nol pay American wazes and ma-
lerial cosls and eompele wilh the Germans,
wlome Iabor, sludio and Iaboralory experls.
chemieals, milding malenials ol cvery kind
ween toomch cheaper., :

o ol onr »rodueers al onee planned o
make piehwres an Germanv. T was eonceded
hal. o Cew Amerieans wonld have Lo be taken
neer to handle cervlain nhases of produclion
bl wpon the whole Germany was looked

mightily  dis--

o L (Bill) Yearsley,

upon as o sorl of production Klondyke, Aller
[our ycars, so [nr as is known, (he nel re-
sull of American production in Germany s
Lhal one iz producer spent a pgreal deal of
money on Lhe experiment and pgave 1L up
as ampraclical as well as for reasons Lo he
explained laler.

The cavly weeks of [he invasion were (ull
aof promise for importers. A greal many
lilms wero hroughl over, ediled and Lilled io
(it this markel. ]:a.lulnlm':-. penerally showed
little hesitaney aboul running them beeause
(ha publiec had accepled “Passion” wilh no
evidenco of war prejudice.

; ..
Success and Failure

“T'he Cabinel of Doclor Calignri " was n
siccess al ils Drondway opening.  People
marveled ol ils wierd novelly, Llighbrows
hailed ib as (he hernld of an epoch sereen m-
pressionisi. Ils Now York suecess was re-
peated in many Iarge ciliex, largely due Lo
publia curiosily., The peoplo in smaller com-
munilies n]umu:nl.h' cared  less l‘qr arbisbic
(s, e

Uenorally spoaking, lhu hiz eilios wero in-
Lleresbed in Jermnn: piclures “while 1he eonn-
lrv ab lnrge did not eara for them. Tislorenl
subjecls of other than German nalional loeale
were more successful than German slories
cither historienl or modern. Nol n single
modern German dramn reeeived a fivsl ron,
“ Deceplion.”” “ MHenry Lhe Wighth,” “ The
Colem,” * Woman Againsl. Woman” * Dan-
o and  obher apoclnenlar produrlions
achioved n varied dewreo of suceess,

Most popular of all were the Pola Negri—
Fornst Lubitseh Produclions. “ Gvpsy DBlood,”
“ Carmen.” “One -Arabian  Night,” “ Sit-
murmn” “Vendella,” and “Sappha,” (velilled
“ Mad Love”) all mado money for holh dis-
Lribilore and  exhibilors — espeeially in Lhe
citics. All were Lrulvy arlislic and gave lilllo
or no visunl evidenee of German origin or
almosphere.
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n the German Invasion
By C. L. Yearsley, of Ist National

The melropolitan sue-
cess ol the  earher
German prelures ronsed
Amertean  produclion
workers lo (he perils ol the invasion and
nabional opposition hegan Lo ervsballize, John
anerson, Peesidenl. ol the Igquily Associia-
Gon sounded  the actors’ alarm. American
Legion members among Tlollywood  Studio
workers erealed o sbreel demonsbralion Lhat
foreed  the management. ol o Los Angeles
Lhealre Lo willhlraw “The Cabinel of Doe-
lor Calyzart ™ whieh had just openced Lo i
bhusiness,  The same piclure i (o be wilh-
denwn i Dallas, Texas. American picture
folk bl determined nol Lo subipil Luanely Lo
the loss ol their industry Lo the Tenlons.

ISxlnbilors” experience Lhe counlry over was
heginning Lo demonsteale Lhal while Lhe pub-
e would neeepl tene nel nnd enlevkaimmonl,
From  anywhere owre people did nol really
witnl. German pielures, mosh ol which wore
bexinning to Faal al Lhe box olliee.

The publie’s enriosiby had heen salisfiod,
they were quiekly Lired by so many heavy
|HHI|HIN| speelaenlar subjeels no makler how
well done.  Modern stories ol German hife
aned almosphiere would nol go ol all.

Soo the German invasion Tell ol ils own
weight heeause the Ameriean produel, even al
higher cost, proved mueh wore aceeplable and
therelore maore profitahle,

Tho mlluences ad cireimslances  respon-
sible Tor whal suecess German piclures had
i Amerieas may he summed ap as Collows.
I"ivst, there was Lhe really arlistic and enler-
vinmenl value of the heller subjeels,  See-
o, Lthe publie, already sold on Lhe idea Lhal
the Germans do many  Lhings oxeeedingly
well, were eurious Lo see how well Chey . could
make molion piclures.

Nalurally  amporters hrought in Lhe best
sithjects flirst, The impelns gained by the
few really fine Corman pielures seenred dis-
tribulion and fivst runs Tor the less desirable
ones Lhal [ollowed.

Anolher econlribuling laclor (e Lhe brief
sieeess of he invasion lay in tho exhibilors’
vesenbimenl. al high il renlals caused by
what was Lhen eonsidered oxeessive produc-
Lion cosls. Many exhibilors, Faced wilh over
mereasing renlals and seriously alavrmaed by
tho decreasing: allendanes due Lo posl war
industrinl depression, Tell. [hemselves forced
Lo weleome anything which promised n redue-
lion in operaling expenses,

Having won the war, Lhealre men saw no
reagon why They should eonlinue L indus-
Lriadly, espectally as Lthe publie did nol al
lirsh show any resenlmenl Lo German pickinres,

xhibitors hoped  Toreigzn compelilion Uhal
would lower produchion eosls was ol last al
hand—and whal exhibitor or merchanl does

nol. wanl more profilable merchandise il he
can pel 117

[ was the box office thal mviled the Ger-
man nvasion and Lhe hox oflice thal de-
fealed i, As we look hack upon  the
livslerin Lhal allended  Pola's  seduclion of
cur industry we may ke eomflorl an Lhe
thoughl. that we have mel the enemy  and
thev are ours. The effecelives of Lhe German
invasion were Pola Negriand 15rnsh Larhilseh
and (hev are now of us. 1L is also egralilving
thal. arl and genius again proved Lhemselves
internalional, Tor Lierein lies the seeurily of
enr own Torcign markels.  Amorican motion
niclire supremaey seems seenre so long as
wo ean caplure the Lalent of Lhe world.



