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|| Grealest of All Pictures, with |
f Some Flaws,

|| BY ITENRY CHRISTEEN WARNACK
| l Clune’s Auditorium is at Fifth and

: } Qlive streets. Right across the street

| is. Central Park. I went to the Audi-
| torium at 2 o'cloek yesterday after-
i noon to ses D, W. Griffith’s master
picture, "The Clanaman,” which Is, 80

| far as I know, the greatest picture in
| the worid. I couldn't see it-—at that

thm:.r.. Tha City Couneil had told the
Chief of Police to keep me out and
to Keep everybhdy elas out. =
I walked.ovep to-the park. -in-the
| center is a fountaln, -which, for sim-
|| plicity and beauty, i3 egual to any
ornament of ths kind in any city on
earth—with one exceptign. This
. fountain {3 upheld by four children.
Tha fglires dra T High relier.  L.IKe
. auy other children under & sh_DWﬂPl
thiey are nude and here comes the,
exception. Two boys wear fig leaves.
; caw the City Counceil’s viewpoint,
E nerfectly understood that they couI:L
i a relied upon 190 protect nie and thes
'rest of ug from *“The Clansman” and
l nude {nfants. | .
i
E
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[.ast night the curtain went up on
e Clansman’™ and an auddiends ot

3000 persons. I arrived late and won-
ored 12 a rict cail had been turned

F

¥

lin for my reception. There were sev-
' enteen policemen at the door, 1 was
i 4i1l1 under the eity's protection. I}
|
!

R @ ¥

vas. 50 1o speak, being chemically

!

 purifiad,

| wWhen the intermizsion came at _tha
‘end of the first part, A. P. Tugwell,
' chairman of the board eof censors,
'made '‘a speech explaining what the
' censors had done, what the Council
'had done, what the Chief of Poilce]
had not dona becauss Judge Jocksen|
i

(>

wouldn’t let him, and what tha peo-
nle might do i{f they were willing. IHe
i wnid the board of censors had re-
' oarded the production of “Tha Clans-4
i;uan” ag something ot tremendous
-!worth {o the nation and had refusad
];L request of the City Counceil to recon-
| xider their approval. 11e desired the
neople present to say whether or not
Itlm Loard of censors liad been jl}st__in
' their appraisenient, lle was u}tu!:-:
| ey e ol "Xes:

rupted with loua cries OL :

b ey g “Yeyu!" followed by round after
i round of applause, fides iy
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'retty gir shers dressed it 3’14‘}? A wisw a2t hast 3 . worst - 3 - - .
ok FES TR 1 ushe: 3' airessed Iin t;_ | A &,1,_13? at nast 41’1{3 at WOorsy is nav | aver ~aty mOrd wonderful riding ln N
& LR "l"‘.‘ - -=}‘ “E t ey B g " & ‘;“" !I. < 1 r-ﬁu! 1“ . * - } Fee ",",’ ; } - ? r .:,a? g - T 'n‘ . s R : , \ .
Fasinion which prevalied at the ciose L eF ANYa:85 but a matcin. The PO | nisrtura or.-2033rse. . o ‘b'éay';’gf'*j;;~;;iﬁ-1
v fo e vy Vv walbked down the ;‘ ara tho {uel and thﬁy;ﬁalwaya foligw f;e; aa-‘et‘ﬁi‘? mg_ &BSE"!?B N’athing
ke " _ & . o _ | s - - 3 t B : » . . & b h -

aisles, distribuding  individual peti- § the natural bent of their feelings. L1 g - . S PY

i

-coyid-bemoreiramatic tha m_am.,,am%
| ner in which the clansmen take thelr
path on a birning cross after Ii9

tions to the City Council to permit § will not pretend taat there was an
’ 4

 cThe Clansman’ to proceed.  These | ahsence of rvace feeling in some of
?

| petitions were at cnce signed by a | the applause at diifersnt scenss of ‘flames have leen quenched in the
s mnajority of those present, They were {thiz play last nizhi, but it must be 1-3‘&?5;&“55"'?“&“’5‘5h"’é‘rﬁ‘ woman. In de-
f artorward coliscted and will be sent | admitted that there was aiso muci i";;lgfiqg this tlema and in leading up
. In brier, the facts are that the City | the audiencd wasa eminently falr to  war and many of its most stirring |
Ciouncil pussed a resolution yesterday | both sides in that azgravaled periad avants are par¥aysd, ~Mr. Griffith ha

'Jz"‘::aing instructing tha Chief of Po- which was so vividly depictad. =
3

341 r i used -3200 - ma in -two--of -his war
e G rb e St PRa mlatban s Patitions wars signed at the end of | ~° Fa g0 waalism
Clanaman®” to ba exhibited. This puth? !ﬁw . conaidarad the mors {nf: and the othiér e burning of Atanis
an end to the plan for a matinee yes- ?;5..; on wors offered. but T Ba. | and its evacualpn, Both of the s%.:ne:a
2 G %Y o b e 3 T | ~ b ' # . A1 IL
terday . of ¥ of tha audience | 8Y® tremendo proportions

i - ani p LIS NC e ot AP A I
tt.:r‘nnﬂn. and theusands lieve Cifdt (ha Tditipe

I ‘;“;F:T'I-:!’i'lfi weaere turned away. AMr. Grifiith vonld have been the same at the closs | of tho love stefes could bo shOrtqne_d
L secured an injunction from the court || anea. Dr. Lock eyt | and some. of {}B detail entirely elimi-
: . ; : of the performanca. . L0Ccke wrots : ine th lendid
| restraining the Chiaf from taking ae- Lo vwisow-a lotter which we pub-|nated without jamaging the spiend
4ion E.E.iii 'i’iﬂi“g 2 o'¢iock this inef-} l*qhed in WhiCh he ﬁecrjed "Tha CIana. and__.masswe D e T R N e B SR
ng 4tha houws vl he C % P . : Tt seems likdy that the censora of
TTNo ’ $ % o ” ale Lhief man'i aB pernicioug.# Seated near me E g- a L4 &} . ill h tb ! 1--‘7,.1
i miist appear 1o showW Ccause winy the |l j5st night was Dr. Kramer, pastor of each cammuni{" h -~ t‘i 3 Pﬁ**é
i injunction shculd not he mado permae- || the First Baptist Church, and he de- ideas _anUf-ﬁ w\'th;re{f ‘:vanYotgi iﬁi»
' nent, thus allowing the play to pro- |} elared that. it was the grandest his- and ____Fleﬂi?(;r_ ‘céﬂ"'t’g ecut an}: p,l;';
{ coed indefnitalyv. -+ !l torleal lesson ever thrown upon. the Phi‘iaﬁeq?h &h S = late that 1t T
: At that hour, T understand, a com<|| screen, that it was accurate and fair { of it S Ve " $ie o
L SR : - hat ev - attempt any cognment on the acling
! mittee of twanty colored people willlj to everybody and that every .man, 2 the play I fMust do so In another
+annear hefors tho-court-and-report-dis{l woman and c¢hild in Aplerlﬂ& Q‘\‘:ght 0 . p wited  ferdipanelo o
| ohiection to the piece, 1f the court|{to see il. . e ieane. - o —— 3
F emstrims ot mrunction thetnunedti]  While I think 1t i3 the greatest pic. —
f will be left pcweriess. . . ture that was ever made and the big-
b Ths guestion that comes tomy mind || sest drama ‘over illmed, ¥ am nos

plind to its faults, It is the story of
ons of the saddest pages of American
history and i{t3 graphic narration wiil
surn hundrads of thousands of Amers
jcans . to their histories with a 2eat
that nothing olse ever inspired. Home
of the acting i3 wongderful and paary
ty all of it {3 good: It takes ahout
¢hrda heurs to make the exhibltlon
when two houra and a quarter would
be much naarer riglit, Three hours
is too lonz even for the best of Dig&
turez. Cther picturea nave bﬂaﬁ} 1
magnitude, but they have: neal_‘_i?wgt;
watvys been mora builk than ari. Al
one is prodigious in tize and Coﬂﬁbiﬂnf
mate in art. - Not a_ detail has oeoh

in & case of this sort is not how
E minichh thae production cost nor L 1L
f will DAy, but wihether 1t will hurt any
i.chilld mora than ¢ helps,- Without at-
i tempting to edilorialize in the critl-
i} cism, I want to say that I have seéen
i the production threg times and think
{ that 1t {3 cne of those things that ia
HYound to come out and that it is
ihound tg creala fa20linz, but one that
1 cantains vastly moras good than evil.
LIt I3 very foolish to ask _whether it
fcreatas race prejudics. We all know
I shat we meet not only race but na-
ional nrejudices every day of our
{ lives., They are toucheddbgr thastag;.e
1 :ust as thaey ars touched by commer- bt Tl Lo TR
| cialism and by every public school in Sli’i?;egne oritictem fa that it yuna ttga
fRES lang. 00020 s much’ to detall and that we 1h§§:mo
long in reaching the cenlig. *RGTO
which i3 tho @ organization a;idbodar
1mork of the Ku Xius Kiag. STAVOTS

WARNING: This material may be p y copyright | (Title 17 U.S. Code)

-

-I--QFII-




