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NOTES FOR OSHIMA RETROSPECTIVE BY TADAO SATO

"I'hel lorgotten irmx/ Wasurcrarceta rsogun )"

'This 1s a thirty-minute documentary film for television, but it is
one of tne most 1mportant works produced Ly napisa Oshima.

In the postwar duys, at the amusement quartcers of the cities in
Japan, there were frequently seen the fipures of disubled ex~s&r§%e men
begging the public their kindness. They were usuuzlly in pairs rmostly
clad in the style of white kimono uscd in military hospitals and wearing
army caps,a blina one playing old'ﬁilitary song.s on tlie accordion, the other
equipped with an «rtificial arm or leg, sitting ou the roddside and getting
some money from passcrs-by.

" Most of the pecple at first felt pity for then. ilowever, seeing them

still begsing in the sime monner even after the lupse of ten ycurs, they.

1
.

were inclined to have disgust against tlhen. Ls a matter of fact, most of
tiiem, altnough hunuicapped, had respectively got employment in a few yeurs
and were rehabilitated into seéiety. urors were nuruured that the dis-
ablead ex-scrvice wmen still going on begging for more £han ten years were

not real ones, but only frauds lazy enoupgh to preteud to be disubled, ana
this softencd the mind of the people who felt their conscience pain every to.u
they saw the asp;at of thosc disabled ex~soldiers.

wevertheless, .vagisa Oshima and h.:s staff hopoesed to know the fagt
thut the majority of thoese keeping on bepiing were in reality the Korvuns.
Sénce Forea had been one of Japuncse colonies until Japan's defeat in World
war II? during the wurtime =z large number of tlze_ .oreuns joiuned the Japanese
army as soldiers and workmen and got injureﬂ.

Shortly ufter the cnd of the war, the Jacuncse jjovernment supplied
Japanese dis:bled soldiers with pension, but the¢ ..orcans were incagable of
getting any. Thejfcason wiS thit iorea had alrouw, been independent at that
time ana tierefore tiey h Jd scquirea the nationulity of noreu.
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the stage where the exuservicé@en from horea were going to hegotiate
with the Japanese povernment for pention as one-time Japanese soldiers.
The "Japanese governnent, however, did not accept their r&qugst. "
(ConSUQueﬁtly, they 0 to tue représentative apency of tﬁe Korean govern-
ment in Tokyo for help. Sut the iorean povernment replies that 1t 1s the
problem to be solved Ly the Japunese government.

Incapz:ble oi being helped by anyone, ti.ey begin to make speech on tne
strect. but the Japuanese public are quitce indifferent to them. Having

attained no results, they hold a poor party in a room of a cheap restau-

r.nt. Heavily drunk, they get into a quurrel with each other. a
o S o /A
/Shivering with angegﬁﬁx-ﬂoldiﬁr taukes off his dark glassiose. The instant,

tears run out of his eye-sockets with it0 reual cyos.
411 of these incidents “agisa (Cshima recorded as bused upon the shame-
ful moral cdefect and indifference of the whole Jananese people, and called

the attention of the Japunese to their own introspoction.
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