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" 30 PICTURES

Piece Together Original Pabst Filrm
0f 1929 With Louise Brooks’ Lul

Avoriaz, Feb. 12,
Audicnces at the recent Avoriaz |
fest were the first 1o see the fully re-

cons'ituted versionof the {a Si-
lent classie 2 Pandora's Box.'{ di-
rected by GW, Pabst an uti- |

fated by the censnrs during its ini-
tial relcase in Germany in 1929, .

- The Avoriaz sereening marks the |
first time the filim is being scen as !

Pabst envisioned it, according to
Cotherine Gabortt, who spent vears
hunting down and reassembling the
original version from exmmg
nrints of the film |

* The llm s based on two famous

‘plavs by the German playwright |

Frank Wedekind: “"Earth Spint”
and “Pandora’s Box.” both writien
attheendof the 19th century. Wede-
<ind’s oulspoken attitudes on sex
and his obsession with it in his work
carned him a notorious reputation
with his mmcmpemrzes and ialer
generations. . - 5
Comes Jack The Rippcr .
Wedckind ereated one of the most
mcmorable of female characters:

Luly, the amoral, beautiful and sen- 1 t

sual Uearth spirit” who exists only
for sex. All the menwho succumb to
her frank loveliness wind up being
destroyed. In the end. this repre-
centation of sextuanl openness is her-
sell destroved by a representative
of sexual repression, Jack the Rip-
DET .

Pabst - abandoned the unreahs—
e, nften grotesque stylisties of the
piays for a.more soberly realistic,
nsvchoiogicaliy probing manner. Ini-
doing =0 he cereated one of the re-

cognized maslerpicces of thel

German ciner=a and gave Louise
Drooks tie erle from which rhe

oF

created a lcgcnd -
‘Ahead of its time in its fﬂl‘l!"lg it-
| ness and ¢ uality of observatiob,
- Pandora’s Box” was immediatq-
ly butchered by the German cen:
' sors, who chopped up the film, ad-
ding and re-writing title cards so as
' to olur the sense of certain se-
qucnces and relatienships |
| "Reversed Roles - -
- Thus the mérry little man who
was probably Lulu's first lover be-
camne her adoptive father, the les-
bian countess who is passionately in
love with Lulu became just a faith-
i ful- friend, and -the .capricious,
insouciant young creature ended up
' reqeemed by the Salvation Army.,
. (Gaborit's work on the reas-
- sembly of the original was based on
already considerable groundwork

| Freddy - Buache, ® director - of the
Swiss Cinematheque, who had re-

E.‘,cstah]zshed the mntmuxtyw[ se-
- lquences; t}ms restcrmg' an: eve_rall

1 .
- 1

ir‘qt .5'*

CGhCFCnCC | o5
| Working with the cmperatmn of
the Swiss.and French cinemathe-

*1#

collcctors; Gabarit cmlated all ex-
ist'ng prints of . the. film, workmg

list. of &' prc~censure ‘intertitles
found m Gcrmany The completed
work, she claims, is about fiftcen
minules longcr than what is cur-
ror: *!y VlS!bID as *'Pandora’s Box

*_ : - Now In lﬁm *;Zj..'f ’

.

i.

B *w*:

l
le: ised in Parts next menth in 16m

pi s (Lhe existing 35m materia)

(IRE mr. according to Gabori). Cen-
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made years ago by crilic-historian |

| ques, the Munich Film Archive, the._
| Goethe Institute vand® private film'

agmmt Pabqt 'S O] gmal scr:pt and a |

h{‘ lem will be commcrcmily re- |

noi. aaving "heen of accentible

| naissance du Cinema, the distrib-
ution house that Gaborit runs with
hCI‘ r 1S handiing the release,
~ Catherine G’lhf}l‘iti’i Lhe aorhte
of Jean Gaborit, a film enthusiast
~Iwho hirmsell was instrumental in
reconstituting two other mutilated
films: G.W. Pabst's “L’Atlantide™
and Jean Renoir's “Rulcs of the
Game.”

¥

| alerian Borow-
czyvk. wno now works in France, is
currentiy in post-production work
lon “Lulu,” a remake of the Pabst
film. Anne Bennent, daughter of
German actor Heinz Bennent, is the
new earth spirit.
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