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THE TRAVELLER, June 1, 2
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Crose-Ur: ABBAS KIAROSTAMI

THE TRAVELLER
(MOSAFER)

1974, Abbas Kiarostam, Iran, 74 man.
SO 1 CAN

(MANAM MINTUNAM)

1975, Abbas Kiarostami, Iran, 4 min.
REGULARLY OR
IRREGULARLY

(BE TARTIB YA BEDUNE TARTIB)
1981, Abbas Kiarostami, Iran, 17 min,
6:00

THE TRAVELLER, the first feature
Kiarostami wrote and directed during his
time at the Institute for the Intellectual
Development of Children and Young
Adults, highlights his skill at working
with young performers, a talent refined
through numerous short works. The
traveller of the ttle 1s Qasem, a willful
vouth who prefers plaving soccer to
completing his school work. When he
learns that the Iranian national team will
be playing in Tehran, he 1s determined
to go. In order to get money for the
trip and a ticket, Qasem sncaks cash
from his parents, swindles his classmates,
and even sells his school’s soccer equip-
ment. Worn out by his preparations and
the long bus journey, he reaches the soc-
cer field with little time ro spare.
Qasem’s quest ends with poetic justice
thanks to a final ironic twist. Elliott
Stein of The Village Voice wrote, “This
fine little black-and-white movie remind-

cd me of another memorable first fea-
ture— THE 400 BLOWS.” THE
TRAVELLER will be preceded by the
shorts SO I CAN and REGULARLY
OR IRREGULARLY. The tormer
focuses on two little boys watching a
cartoon about animals, while the latter
demonstrates the axiom that a sense of
order makes for good social organiza-
uon. (AS)
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