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Pastor Leads His

Flock to Blow-Up’"

‘Rev. William Glenesk, pastor of
‘the Spencer Memorial Presbyterian
Ehnuh in Brooklyn, reports that
r.m Sunday, June .11, his enllri
nnrl1flegaliﬂn will assemble for
;nerx ices, not at the church chapel
‘but at the nearby Cobble Hill th.-q
atre, where Michelangelo Ant
nioni's debated film, “Blow-Up,”
will serve as “the sermon” for th!'
week.

- Rev. Glenesk, has shocked snma_
of his parishioners

churchmen In the past by engag-
ing in such activities as handing
out copies of “"Fanny Hill” at the
church door (“I wanted to show
them that the church doesn't have
1o be afraid of anything”). Bul this
time he asserts that “Blovw-Up's”
failure to get an MPAA FProdue-
tion Code seal and its “condemned”
rating from the National Catholie
Office for Alotion Pictures
nothing to do with hi
for his service. Indecd, he says he,
didn't even know that problems ex-
isted.

In light of the fact that he has
often used art works as part of the
church service i(dance, jazz, read-
ings from "“A Man [or
sons,” and recently, rlips
“Ulysses”), he says, “Blow-Up" was
surgesied by members of the con-

gregalion who'd seen it and were
anxious to discuss 1. Since he'd
also seen it and thouo it of it as &

work which “epens up questions of]

conscience and concern,’” he ual.'liljn

agireed, 4
IEE‘d hﬂpf’d. ]1{" 840 iy SIH.I";".F thﬂ1
film1 in the church, but MGM didn't’

have a 16m print, so Cobble Hill
offered its space, and Metio

and fellow!

cellent place to show a picture that

had it has an unquestioned purpose.”

choice of it

All Sea<

1
from; ‘Barre, does decide to show “Blow-

pro=-
vided a 35m print, free of ci;argﬂ.l

- Despite the change of location,
services will begin with a brief
recitation of the liturgy, then
there'll be “Blow-Up,” as sermon;
and finally, after the film, the
usual “after-service dialogue,” at
which several professional photo-
graphers will serve as panel,
(Film’s . eentral character is a
photographer, and it's a “blow-up”
of one of his photographs that
triggers the plot.) ..

Pastor's Further Says

Pastor was told this week that
the film is having trouble getting
bookings in several localities. One
way to solve the problem, he said,
would be for ministers to show it
in their churches or parish houses,

“The church would be an ex-

people are concerned about,” ha;
said, “because it has a moral Im-_
munity, or is supposed to have, andi

I

And a minister, he suggesied,

:wuuld be the best one to expl»aln'

tu a communily that the film haa,
“spiritual dimensions.”
“The church,” Glenesk added.f

' “should be a Iruntier; should serve
a ground-breaking role, forcing us

out of rigid moral restrirbions."]
If a minister in, let's say, Wilkes-

Up” at his church, Glenesk sug-
gests a prellmmary talk with the’
elders to explain the purpose of
‘the showing, but even then he anﬂ
‘ticipates a dwism-n in the mn-*
- gregation.

“Even so0,” he said,

"snemeumeu;

'thera shnuld be a dwided house,

‘Remember, some of the things
Christ saig and did shocked a lot
of people in his day. Now, w.l
Hhﬂll].!i be doing thu ahaking. i
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