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CHANCE
Szansa

Screenplay and direction:
Feliks Falk

Photography:

Edward Kiosinski

Music:

Jan Kanty Pawluskiewicz
Set designs:

Teresa Smus-Barska
Production manager:
Michat Szczerbic
Starring:

Krzysztof Zaleski

Jerzy Stuhr

Elzbieta Karkoszka

Ewa Kolasinska

lwona Biernacka

Andrzej Buszewicz

Jerzy Nowak

and others:

Production: Polish Corporation for

Film Production "Zespoty Filmowe",

"X Unit 1979
35 mm, colour, 2605 m, 94 mins

film polski
6/8 mazowiecka

00-048 warsaw

FELIKS FALK

Born February 25, 1941 in Stanistawdw
Studied at the Academy of Fine Arts
in Warsaw, completing his studies in
1966. When still a student he
exhibited his works at a number of
events including the Symphosium of
Plastic Artist and Scientists in 1966,
where his audio-visual show "The
Labirynth™ (Labirynt) won an award.
Playwriter for the stage, radio and TV.
In 1973 he graduated from the
directing faculty of the Film, Theater
and Television School in £4dz and
has since been cooperating with
television. In 1973 at the Festival of
Students Etudes in Warsaw his
..Questions” (Pytanie) and "Piercing
Force” (Sita przebicia) were
distinguished.
TV plays:
1968 — Reception (Przyjecie)
1969 — A'Pentagon (Pieciokat)
1970 — The Lion (Lew)
Stage play:
1970 — The Snare (Wnyki) presented
at the Ateneum theater in

Warsaw.

'y films

1973 — A Place to Spend the Night
(Nocleg)

Feature films:

1975 — The story "Actress” (Aktorka)
in "Pictures from a Life”
(Obrazki z zvcia)

1975 — At the Height of Summer
(W srodku lata)

1978 — Top Dog (Wodzirej)

1979 — Chance (5zansa)
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Krzysztof Janota, the discharged
coach of a third-league sports club,
comes to a high-school in a medium-
-sized city and takes over the job of
a physical education teacher. He
quickly becomes aware of the
lessons of physical education having
been neglected at school and decides
to take up the proper steps for
making the young people and
authorities interested in sports. He also
makes the acquaintance of the
manager of an industrial plant whom
he gets over to finance the purchases
of lacking equipment. His activity
soon brings effects. Janota's apple
of the eye is the soccer team and he
devotes a lot of time to coaching it.
Among the boys there is an
eminently gifted lad to whom the
coach decides to devote more
attention. However, the boy is also
the member of a musical ensemble
which has become qualified to
participate in one of the most
important reviews of jazz music and
the members of the ensemble devote
the whole of their leisure time to
rehearsals. Thus, sport and music
begin gradually to collide.

Among the teaching staff it is the
history teacher who stands out. He
is more or less of the same age as
Janota and he has an open, nearly
comradely attitude towards his
pupils. He teaches them not only the
subject, but also the ability to make
one's own choice and to think in an
independent way. But, the more the
influence of the teacher of history on
the youths declines, the more
strenuous is Janota's activity. After
the winning of district selection
matches and after qualifying to the
finals of the School Games, the
awakened ambitions lead to a
gradual distortion of the methods
applied by Janota. The training ousts
the normal lessons at school and
moreover coaching after the school
hours comes in addition. The
exercises become more and more
exhausting.

lrek, for whom the training for the
School Games are getting more and
more in collision with his attending
the musical ensemble, begins to
revolt. He leaves out his training
hours. This brings about Janota's
reaction who, wanting to compel
Irek to pay complete obedience,
takes up various kinds of vexations.
He takes, among other things, the
steps for excluding the boy from the
Cultural Community Centre and from
the musical ensemble. Wanting to
counteract the situation arisen, the
teacher of history takes up a

solitary action. but it has become
too late. A tragedy occurs.
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