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DYN AMO

DYN AMO is a ‘drama’ exploring the distinction between a person’s self and their
projection of that self to others,; and it’s a ‘horror movie’ tragically suggesting how a
projection can become more substantial than the self behind it. Its subjects are
role-playing (especially sexual réle-playing), and the masochism of playing a role that
conforms to others” exploitative interests.

The setting is a strip-club, where four girls perform. The film presents the gaudy surface
of the place and the people, and yet dwells so compulsively on certain aspects of the
surface that it suggests much of the hardcore reality behind it. The girls’ acts are rituals,
but rituals so mechanical and automatic that their original ‘meaning’ is lost, and so tatty
that they no longer provide the emotional armour to shield the performers from the
audience . . . The girls are pathetically vulnerable to whatever emotional assault their
exploiters care to inflict.

Like many of Dwoskin’s short films, DYN AMO is concerned with what happens when
vou look closely into a person’s face with a camera. The conclusions are always as much
self-realisation on the viewer’s part as statements about the director/camera/subject
relationship. But the scale of DYN AMO enables Dwoskin to carry these concerns into a
wider context. There’s no more message-pointing here than ever there was, but there is
a broader view. The masks are more complex, the rituals more elaborate, and the need
for seeing through it all more acute.

Tony Rayns
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