| [
c. ne FI Ies University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

Title A matter of life and death

Author(s)

Source Film Society of Lincoln Center

Date 2002 Jan 02

Type program note

Language English

Pagination 3

No. of Pages 1

Subjects

Film Subjects A matter of life and death, Powell, Michael, 1946

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



3 B 1 e o Lk
' Lince 3
Fiim aﬁﬁf “HP (nCenters
ALhEngmLLMM_Eeatﬂ
Michael Powell, UK., 1946; 104m
A dashing young WWII airman (David Niven)
chats up, then bares his soul to a beautiful radio
operator (Kim Hunter) even as his planes dives
to earth. It's not quite clear where precisely
Niven comes down, because Michael Powell's
movie takes a turn from Technicolor wartime
melodrama into a meditation on the worth of a
life and the righteousness of a death, as they're
weighed in a chilly, monochrome Heaven and in
an operating room where surgeons work to save
Niven's damaged brain. No comfy allegory here;
Powell's gem is made of harder — and more
valuable — stuff. With Raymond Massey, Roger
Livesey, Robert Coote, Marius Goring, and
Richard Attenborough.
Originally screened at the WRT in February of 1993.
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