CineFiles

Title
Author(s)

Source

Date

Type
Language
Pagination
No. of Pages
Subjects

Film Subjects

University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

Platform

Cinematheque Ontario/a division of Toronto International Film

Festival Group

3/27/2005
program note

English

Platform, Jia, Zhang ke, 2000

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



¢ meﬁ e Onfzfw; §¥ /(7)’

(ZHANTAID
Director: Jia Zhangke

‘Hong Kong/China/Japan/France 2000 154 minutes
Cast: Wang Hongwei, Zhao Tao

~“Might be the greatest film to come out of Mainland
China” ﬂnﬁathaﬁ Rosenbaum, bemga Réﬂder). At once
epic and intimate, PLATFORM captures the convulsive
~ social, economic, and political changes in Communist
China in the cruclal period betw&en 1979 and 1989 by
focusing intently on the (mis)fortunes of a group of young
performers in a prmrmcxal theatre troupe. The transforma-
tion of the country, from “pure” communism to the most
‘acquisitive and corrupt kind of capitalism, is subtly reflect-
ed in the lives of the five musicians, as they are buffeted by
~ forces they are hardly aware of, and their values and hin-
_ _terland dreams bf:gm to change or fade. The style of their
music changes too, from rousing Mao pmpaganda songs
to glitzy Cantﬂpmp style spectacle. PLATFORM is a work
© of recnllectmn beautlﬁiﬂy detailed in setting and atmos-
: phere s l’.hE landscapﬂ of the Yellow Rwer and nearby
- Mongolian territory is evnked in all its dusty severity —~and

- masterfully shot with a visual precision that reminds one of
“the films of Hou Hsiao-hsien or Tsai Ming-liang,.
2 antmmng a reticent d15tance frum the characters and
. often using lcmg takes , Jia’s camera manages to be reserved
" and observant, which only amphﬁes the ache of longing
~and hnmeaickness that suffuses the film. The soundtrack is

ﬂqua]ly “df:s:gned ” with extraordi inary use of ambient and

~ offscreen sound. Enthrallmg in its formal authority and
~ emotional p:}wer, _PLATFORM is one of the most signifi-
~cant works of recent mtematmnal cinema. “One of the ten
~ best films of 2001 . A great film” (J. Hoberman, The
" Vf[dg& Wuﬁ) | | g
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