| [
c. ne FI Ies University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

Title Japanese cinema -- excerpt

Author(s) Donald Richie

Source Doubleday & Company, Inc.

Date 1971

Type book excerpt

Language English

Pagination 98

No. of Pages 1

Subjects

Film Subjects Narayama bushiko (Ballad of Narayama), Kinoshita, Keisuke, 1958

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



98 JAPANESE CINEMA

Even more explicit was The W ,
(Narayamabushi-ko, 1958), about a small commu
the northern mountains whose custom it was to expose
the aged to the elements so that there would be more
food for the young. The barbarity of the custom, one
absolutely unauthenticated it should be added, did not
move Kinoshita (indeed, he made very decorative use of
it) nearly so much as did the spectacle of the son who,
the perfect Japanese chonan, weeping and struggling, was
forced to deposit his mother on top of Narayama. Tradi-
tion, in this case, naturally, did not consist of the fictitious
abandoning of the aged, but rather the traditional respect
with which youngsters regard their elders in Japan, a
tradition all the more conspicuous because of its ostensi-
ble absence from this film.

Technically The Ballad of Narayama reflected Kino-
shita’s later preoccupation with the traditional. Though
using both color and widescreen, the director relied heav-
ily on stage effects—even choosing to frame the story in
devices taken from the Kabuki, that most traditional of
Japanese theatrical forms. At times this thoroughly con-
servative motion picture even appeared to be filmed the-
ater.



