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Shinoda, Masahiro (1931), Gifu, Japan

Yari no gonza (Gonza the spearman), Shinoda, Masahiro, 1986
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Masahiro Shinoda

Born in Gifu Prefecture in 1931, Shinoda
graduated from Waseda University before
going to work for Shochiku. He made
his debut with “One Way Ticket for
Love™ and followed it with “"Dry Lake"”
which made his mark as a director to
watch.

After leaving Shochiku he started his
own company, Hyogensha. Shinoda had
studied Kabuki at university and he put
this to good wuse in his adaptation
Monzaemon Chikamatsu's classic “"Dou-
ble Suicide.” The film was a great suc-
cess and won many awards. Recent
works include, “Silence,” "Banished
Orin,” “"Demon Pond” and “"MacArthur's
Children. "
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As the children sing,"Gonza the spearman

is @ handsome man), as well as being a
master of the spear and adept at the tea
ceremony.

Owyuki, sister to his rival, is in love with
Gonza, while Osai, wife to his tea ceremony
master, hopes to marry her daughter, Okiku,
to the popular spearman.

Okiku's father is away in Edo and a formal
tea ceremony is to be held with the role of
master to be played by either Gonza or his
rival Bannojo. Gonza has gone to see a
scroll detailing the formalities and while
there Osai starts attacking him over his
unfaithfulness to her daughter Okiku.
During the struggle Gonza's sash comes
loose and is discovered by Bannojo who was
skulking nearby. He brandishes the belt
and spreads a rumor of infidelity between
Gonza and Osai who are then forced to flee.
When Ichinoshin, her husband, returns from
Edo he immediately sets out in pursuit of
the pair.

Meanwhile Gonza and Osai fall in love and
eventually the revenge seeking Ichinoshin
catches up with them. . .

Gonza the Spearman was awarded the
Silver prize at the Berlin Film Festival,
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