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| SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17 {?71{

CINEMA OF CONTEMPLATION
PROGRAM SELECTION BY PHILLII' LOPATE
UTAMARO AND HIS FIVE WOMEN, 2:10**_ 7:15

Even before Kenji Mizoguchi died, he made films that seemed to
come from the other side of the gruve. He viewed human passions

with the stately, detached sympathy of someone who has seen it all;
and his {':mematic stvle, unfurling with the loveliness of a succession

of maginificent Japanese prints, was the most consistently trans-
cendental of any film direcctor. UTAMARO AND HIS FIVE
WOMEN, all too rarely shown, a beautiful film from his middle
period, is perhaps the closest he came to an autobiographical state-
ment about the making of art. He took as his subject the great
Ukivoe printmaker, Utamuaro, who broke with the comventional
nature-subjects of the 18th century to form a supple, highly popular
stvle, based on the lives of geisha houses and sensuality. Mizoguchi
portrays Utamuaro as so absorbed in the act of vision that he can do
little but watch helplessly (if compassionately) the thrashings and

destructive love affairs of the wonmen who are his models. —Phullip
Lopate. {1946, 95 mins, 35mm)
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THE IDIOT, 4:15***, 9:00
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