CineFiles

Title
Author(s)
Source

Date

Type
Language
Pagination
No. of Pages
Subjects

Film Subjects

University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

Old and new

Variety
1930 May 14
review

English

1

Eisenstein, Sergei (1898-1948), Riga (formerly Russia), Latvia

Staroe i novoe (The old and the new), Eisenstein, Sergei, 1929

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



5
r e
' 4
3 '
#

e
OLD AND NEW

{Cilang)
(RUSTIAN {MADE)
Froduced by Sovkipa., Distslibn !m.'i by Am-
XKino. Alternaty title, *Thy Eiros 3t e of ihe

Soil.'*  Scsnario and <lrected by 2. Elgzn-
rte!.n and Gremory Alexarndrov, Pt X OETA-

pher, L s..w::rﬂ Tisee. At Carceo, Mow Torix,
weel May 2. Running time, 9 mins.

Distinctive pilece of propaganda
preduct., Nothing unusunl frem the
Ruasian view pulnt the latier having
gone in for that ertful sport in a‘big
way for come timeo past. Iiere, how-
ever, dropped a niche or twoe In
overlooking entertalnment. There
isn't any from a theatre point of
view.

What perhaps welighted the film
with consideration was the person-
nel of its directorial end. After
viewing the film it looks liks the big
ballyhoo made for iszenstein and
his probable employment by Para-
mount strikes as znother piece of
propaganda by and in bebalf of the
present film makers.

By this it isn't meant that Eizen-
stein is a flop. It does mean he hasg
been touted too high from the re-
sults achieved here. What he has
accomplished has becen done before

and better by Americans.,

In essenca it amounts to posine o
bunch of Russ=ian peacsants, thun
whom the Russzian film makors ¢an
select no more expressioniess group
anywhere, shove them before a cam-
ern, and choot at an<ica while: the
chpraciers stand stiil’ - The rgsult
will then shosy two things at piters
rating intervals. Face.alwaya rigid,
and only the ¢yes and fmouth tw"tch.
Twitched one way it's glum- cad
Tiwwitched anotlier it’n-s;'rim hiumor,

Eut when the charcclors oro in
motion the aciing is nil. o 1hoto-
craph such persons In stanotills
only takes trick comera work, and
tkat's where the Russians havo been
fcoling most everybody on thelr
ability. When it:.comes o Iovo in-
terest, they do the general flepporino
in a big way. Thla‘ﬂlm hﬁﬂ nu love.
finterest, _

Story is ﬂllced in ,ﬂi*uﬂ. arf-:s thnt
start with a2 poor pcasant woman
who gces co-op and leads an army

of farmers into moedernliy through
Sovietizm and machinery,

Usual play on titles i3 made to get

G‘&*.’, A ’ Léﬂ/\f_,

across tho propaganda gpituation.
But in general not oifenalve, though
smeared rather thick and In one
spot taking an unusual big slap at
the Greek Church.

Something funny about this Is
that the theatre projected a disc
accompaniment that counded like a
Hebrew chant, althougzh may have
been Latin or Greek. Wasn't clearly
enuiciated.

YWhat the aim of the propaganda
iIs may be self-evident, but can’'t be
entered into here. On tho flm's
technical end tho photography is
unusually clear and well done, with
one or two beauty spots, In story
it takes a boomerang kick, 2ceming-
ly, when American-made machinery
is shown as the key to the farmers
heaven.

Henry Ford and his tractors are
really the herces of the film. And
he's 2 billionaire, or near enough.
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