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Tonis is a strangely austere
study of a pickpocket., Director-
writer Robetrt Bresson eschews all
atventurous aspects and tries to
uepict the spirvitual side of a kleps
c lomaniac, He shows the young
man believing be is far enoush
. above sociely to continte s
vork and stop when he wants to.
Arrest and the discovery of love
finaiy lead to his first Qhuinan
ceelings and the possibility that
he will give up stealinz,

Pic tels {ts story through the
hero wriling his mwemolirs, conie
menting on thom, and then showe
ing the actual bhappenings., This
makes 1t lack the familiar picas
resque gualities, though depiction
of the pickporkets at work has a
deft docurnentary flair. It looms
can o ofibeater  with  mainly  arty
theatre chances abroad. -

giasson, who made “Diary of a
Country  Priest” and "A Con-
demned Man Escaped.” again uses
non-actors to get exactly what he
wants 1 lrying to denots the
inner workings of his chavacters.
They spoak  {latly and without
cemotion,  just  walking  through
“thetr yoles pulogmatically sans the
accepted limning of thelr parts.
;The resuit is a probing affair that
shows the spirit of a pickpacket
but tracely makes a statement on
the whys or wherelores of it all

Filmois technically excellent with
1a  foreeful feeling for wedding
imazes and sound, thuas creating
almost an extreme realify in its
preveession. Tnis is sncther oif-
i beat, unusual pic by Bresson may
¢ winn {ilim prizes and specializied
critinal kudos, But (£ may prove
bdiffioult commercially abroad ese
| aept, for aety atul apuclalized spote
b ing. . diosk,

I
'
i

L

-

el bty e s g S il ek P Plnk

o bl e - g Libpeler-Se e

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



