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35MM SCOPE PRINT!
WEST SIDE STORY
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Director: Robert Wise
LSA 1981 155 minutes < Cast: Natalie Wood, Richard Beymer, Rita Moreno

Released in 1961 at a time when the popularity of the musical genre was waning,
WEST SIDE STORY dazzled audiences with the sheer bravado of its tunes (it
features many now-classic songs by Leonard Bernstein and Stephen Sondheim) and
the daring physicality of its dance numbers. Based on an idea by choreographer
Jerome Robbins, its success at the dawn of the sixties was ensured by its unbridled
energy and progressive sensibility. In WEST SIDE 5TORY, the love story bL‘t“’i_.‘-E’ﬂ
Maria and Tony — a loose adaptation of Romeo and Juliet - serves as the underlying
framework on which to hang a tale of racism as experienced by Puerto Ricans on
New York’s lower west side. The tension between rival gangs the Sharks and the
Jets marks the terrain on which social themes (and fancy footwork) are played out.
Considered ahead of its time when released, this film continues to be a "must-see.”
Print courtesy of MGM Worldwide Distribution Services (Santa Monica) with
thanks to John Kirk. Recommended for ages 8 and up.

Saturday, November 17 2:00 p.m.

WEST SIDE STORY

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



