| [
c. ne FI Ies University of California
Berkeley Art Museum & Pacific Film Archive

Document Citation

Title The Potemkin

Author(s) Fred Schader

Source Variety

Date 1926

Type review

Language English

Pagination

No. of Pages 1

Subjects Propaganda, Anti-communist -- United States

Film Subjects ?g%réenosets Potemkin (Battleship Potemkin), Eisenstein, Sergei,

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)



. THE POTEMKIN

g mjﬂ Production anﬂeutmi by La,un ‘3
Zamkovey. iDirected hy 8. M Flsenstein.
At the Bﬁtmur& ‘New Tﬂl'k for & rTun

hﬁﬁm e, B, Running time, 58 mmﬂ
Hﬁ ;:azlt glvern, f‘faﬁé

}

Eomathing radical must have
hnppenﬁﬂ to this film prior to per-
‘mission” for .its. showing in New
York. being " eranted. Otherwise
‘thoag“whn saw the fllm in its origi-
nal form must have been over-

enthuslastic or off thelr nut from a

ghowmanship stindpoint. As this
screen version of the mutiny aboard
n?ﬁuﬂs!an eruiser now stands it
“interest a few Russiansg in this
nt.r} but it i8 utlerly devoid of
qutemmmenl. and box office value.
ﬁh e authorities neexd not fear that
. showing of this picture will
‘wauke any unrest amogg the lowar
in this “country, for
‘enough of themn will it to make

' difference.  Those'that are’ out-

out reds, and those 'that
mcuned to 'mcmltsm will undo
wgdly find great ‘thingsg  about™?
1detung, but Lurdly anyone ¢ls¢ le
sT'hiere were storles months agod of
tremendously powerful wmotion
[ii(tura that had 'lmm asent into this
country by the Ruasian Boviet ﬁ.ml

II.I‘IEi

that it was bheing ont unﬂﬂr cover
il sueh time aa it could be
ghown, Thodd few who were per-

niitted to see the pletura privately
raved ahout dt. It wasg the picture
of the JSPotemkin revoll.  Werd
went along the atreet about «the
picture, and’ when announced’ that
it finally was to be shownsDublidly
there were 2. lot of people in ;,lna

trade who wanted to sece it. They
were there Sunday night, and they
walked out of the tlieatre ¥Yeéry
much digsappointed. 15

(In the 1tirst place, the showing
Wa& to have started at §:30, but it
was nine when things gol under
way. There was an overture that

gted minutes upon minutes, and
thén a scenic was shiown, and after

that there Wwas an intvrmisﬂiﬂn
After 'niermission came an int‘er-
mexzo and then. o preeultatiun,

which consisted of ‘& reproduction
of the deck of a baitléship and a
dotibie sextel of muale singers in-
dulsing in some  Hussian SONgSs.
Well e¢nough for the Hussians that
Were present, but-the bulance of the
Budience was bored to death by the
Proceedings up to this point. How-
ever, they had ¢ome to see the pic-
ture “Potemkin,” and they stuck.
The picture opens with a_titl i to
lha effect that this is a rc-pr‘h 1¢-
tion of the uprisine of the crew of
the cruiser, Prince Pétemkin,
Odessi harbor in 1905, the repro-
duction made possible through, the
official - records from the Russian

Navy archives of the original
mutiny. The initianl shots on board
the cruiser show the men com-=
plaining over the food being served,
the inspection of thut food and its
being pagsed by the ship's doctor.
Then the men refuse to go to mess
Wwhen the food 1s =erved, and the
commander calls them to gquarlers
nnd asks thoge that are satisfled
with the fond to 1ake oane siep for-
yard out of the ranke. All the
officers’ an@ six mniemnbers of the
erdw step out. In the ranks there
is: & movement siarted by one of
thE crew for all hunds to mustey dt
{he front turret and the crew hrmka
ranks without orders from - thE
Officers. This enragea tha! €0

mander to sBueh an extent thut ﬁt
«als for the marines and orders'a
““Uﬁ of the men shet to deatli
The marines refuse tov fire' when
ordered” to's 8. whereupon the
Buamen of th tsbipoacclain, th

&8 brothers, arm thtm&&l"ﬂﬁ al

alinck thear u“luah. Liwrow)
e, Wwowing, thﬂn
In ﬂuinmu.nd u’l! ﬂh‘ fﬁ {h
take the by’ of theip rﬂ.un Iﬁa.dﬂr
lnq COtlessa and place it linder a tent
hoone of the' dearks sn that the
S mav bo informed of their story.
The City hears, heedsofind  of(érs
fpport  to thp reviolting  crew,
whercupon "the Cossneks - st upon
the citizena and n mnusacre acc nem
wedfree Oyileuan mas=acre, which
arou=cd tha world, .- s
The next day the Czarg flest 18
s€en savpproaching to capture th'e
mutineers, hul when the fleet ar-
rives ita gunners refusoe to lira on
the Potemkin, which steams ocut to
sea. The ahip {s later interned by
the Roumanian Government and the
men _gnformed that if they return
tos thelr - own country they will be
F:'ﬂ'(rl fadr trinl, but according to a
titlo " piregented here, the E'f.l'lil"ﬂ"
ment broke- its word} shot the ring-
leaders immedintely on their returh
and scntenced tho balance of the
crew to ¢xile in Siheria.
That ig the story of “The Crumer
Potemkin” s depicted by film.,

‘To Russlins this may all mean
something. As a pictorial historical
record for the archives of the Soviet
Government it may also mean
something, but to the average
AﬂHlean. unless he be an out-and-

red, it doesn™t mean a da
AM%&&# ‘that.: ... ' Fre m
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