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APR. 5 1972

Charlie Chaplin Welcomed
Back To U.S. At Big Gala

NEW YORK (UPI) — Twenty
vears of bitterness were erased
Tuesday night for 82-year-cld
Charlie Chaplin at a trium-
phant welcome-back gala at
Lincoln Center. >

Some 2,800 Chaplin fans and
show business personalities
paid up to $100 a ticket to at-|
tend a ““‘Salute to Charles Cha-

plin” at Philharmonic Hall.

The evening included a screen-|Communists

ing of two of Chaplin’s silent|

award of a special Oscar to the
actor-director-producer at the
Academy Award ceremanies in
Hollywood next Monday. Chap-
lin., plumn and pink-faced but
slow in his gait, said he was
“delighted” to be back.

The government revoked
Chaplin’s re-entry permit in
1952 on the basis of moral tur-
pitude and association with
and challenged

him to prove his

“moral |

and caught the eye of Mack
Sennett of the Keystone Come-
dies, who paid the comedien
$150 to make three movie
shorts a week. He found inter-
national fame in the character
of The Tramp and became a
millionaire.

After 1936, Chaplin concen-
cial ecomment with varying
cial comment wiht wvarying
success. His last film, “The
Countess From Heng Kong”

films, *“‘The Kid" and “Thelworth.” Chaplin, a British sub-/was a flop and his movie in

Idle Class,” a brief speech by
the onetime king of comics,
and a champagne reception. |

Proceeds from the event
went to the Film Society of
Lincoln Center to underwrite
its 1972 film festival. In an un-|
precedented bid for funds, the
society charged reporters $25|
for their tickets and film crews

making documentaries $460.
Chaplin and his 46-year-old

wife, the former QOona O’Neill,|

flew in Monday from Bermuda

ject, chose to remain
he made no attemnt to disguise
his rancor against the United

States.

With time, however, ‘‘the un-
pleasant things have faded,”
Chaplin told a visitor recently
at his Vevey, Switzerland,
home where he lives with five
of his eight children by Mrs,
Chaplin, his fourth wife.

Chaplin came to New York

for the first time in 1910 with a

in|
'Europe, where for many vearsof life, “The King in New

dictment of the American way

1956, has
in the

York,” made in
never been released
Uniled States.

But the king himself was
back in New York and will be
presented with the city’s high-
est cultural award, the Handel
Medal, by Mayor John V. Lind-
say on Thursday. Chaplin’s
visit has touched off a spate of
Chaplin film festivals around
the couniry including major
ones in New York and Wash-

for the tribute here and for the vaudeville troupe from London'ington.
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