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Khaneh-ye doost kojast? (Where is the friend's home?),
Kiarostami, Abbas, 1987
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s 27 & IRAN 1987,90 min.
| Where Is the Friend’s Dttt
HM . PROD Alireza Zarrin CAM Farhod Soba
. ED Kiarostami CAST Babok Ahmadpour, Ahmod
Khane-ye doust kojast? ¢ v Knoriohostih ek, on
Inspired by Iranian philosopher Sohrab Constantly derailed and misguided by con-

Sepehri’s poem, Where Is the Friend’s
Home? is a sensitive portrait of a child’s life
ina northern Iranian village. Director Abbas
Kiarostami (Clase Up, SFIFF 1991) creates
young characters who are sophisticated and
aware, constantly developing their sense of
moral priorities. The adults, caught up in the
daily routines of village life, are unwitting and
frustrating obstacles. The story centers on
Ahmad and his friend, Mohammad, whose
disinterest in his homework has provoked
threats of expulsion from the village school.
When Ahmad discovers that he has taken
home Mohammad’s notebook by mistake,
he must return it, out of concern that his
friend will be expelled if he cannot proper-
ly do his assignment. Defying his parents,
Ahmad sets out just before dusk to search out
his friend’s home in the neighboring village.

flicting :iln:r:tmns from a.dul!:s he searches
fruidcssly through winding alleys and hous-
es that all look identical. Kiarostami draws
subtle and convincing performances out of
his cast of non-professional actors, convey-
ing Ahmed’s unwavering concern for his
friend and his mounting frustration with

istication and compassion. In his newest
film, As Lfﬁ Goes On(also in this year's Fes-
tival), Kiarostami documents his return to
this region after it was devastated by an earth-
quake.
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