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“One of the Year’s

—N. Y. Times— Herald Tribune— N. Y. Post— Saturday Review

"The best Russian movie since World War ll . ..
brilliant, vehemently original, beautiful,
humorous sentimental journey. Surefire
sense of comedy...the theatre booms with
an immense amen to life.”

—Tlime Magazine

"Chukrai has truly composed a 'ballad’.
ovely imagery...a picture poem that has
tempo and feeling. It is humorous, exciting,

tender and strong.”
— Bosley Crowther, N. Y. Times
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sdste PR
e 2

el
L

e

"One of the great ones...fine entertainment.”

— N. Y. Post
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Ballad of a
Soldier

A Mosfilm Production

Directed by Grigori Chukhrai

Script by Valentin Yoshov
and Grigori Chukhari

Camera by Viadimir Nikolayev
and Era Saveleva

Music by Michael Siv

A J. Jay Frankel Presentation

A Kingsley International Release

CAST

AIFORRG ...io.iiininisaianssabeanbas Viadimir lvashov
T B S e S Shanna Prokhorenko
Alyosha's Mother ......... .Antonina Maximova
P T (P ORI SR Nikolai Kruchkov
e i R e e 5 Evgeni Urbanski

Running Time — 88 mins.

SYNOPSIS

(Not for Publication)

His unit crushed and dispersed, Alyosha
(Vladimir Ivashov), a young soldier, is pursued
on the battlefield by a tank. Finally, exhausted,
Alyosha stumbles. He falls, fortuitously, in reach
of an anti-tank gun and despite his terror, decides
on a last ditch stand. With two lucky shots he
knocks out two tanks.

Alyosha is a simple, direct fellow, who does not
regard himself as a hero. An understanding General,
however, grants him a wish— six days leave; two days
to get back to his home to visit his mother; two days
to spend with her and to repair the sagging roof of
their house; two days to get back.

To get transportation home is very difficult and
circuitous under wartime conditions. On the way
home he makes a promise to a new-found soldier
friend to deliver some bars of soap to his wife,
whom Alyosha later discovers to be faithless. Anothe:
comrade on his journey is a war-crippled young man
returning to a pretty wife whom he is fearful will
reject him. Alyosha helps to bring understanding
between the two. ) _

In a freight car he comes upon a girl of his own
age, Shura (Shanna Prokhorenko), a pretty girl,
terrified of the possibility he might make advances to
her. They join forces and as the hours go by and
their adventures together multiply, they make new
discoveries of the wonder of their love. .

At the end of his journey, Alyosha has no time left
but to embrace his mother in a wheat field, say hello to
a few neighbors and friends, turn about and return
to the front.

MAT 2B
LOVE ON THE RUN is the breathless kind experienced by Shanna
Prokhorenko and Vladimir Ivashov in the powerful, romantie

STILL BS-8

drama, “Ballad of a Soldier,” which arrives =&
at the theatre. Distributed by Kingsley
International Pictures and presented by J. Jay Frankel, “Ballad
of a Soldier” is the first Russian picture to be independently
released under the Soviet American cultural exchange program.

“Ballad of a Soldier,” Acclaimed

PrizeWinni

“Ballad of a Soldier,” ac-
claimed internationally by
press and public and garlanded
with numerous awards, includ-
ing two prizes at the Cannes
Festival and the two top prizes
at the San Francisco Film Fes-
tival will open
at the - theatre.

A J. Jay Frankel presenta-
tion, distributed by Kingsley
International Pictures, it is the
first Russian film to be distrib-
uted independently under the
Soviet American cultural ex-
change program.

The romantic drama co-
stars Shanna Prokhorenko and
Vladimir Ivashov, a team
whose youth, fine looks and
acting abilities have enrap-
tured audiences and critics.

With Grigori Chukhrai di-
recting, ‘““Ballad of a Soldier”
was filmed in the ancient town
of Vladimir, near Moscow, with
special units of the Red Army
participating. Vladimir Iva-
shov, the young soldier, Alyo-
sha, in “Ballad of a Soldier,”
was the seventy-third candi-
date to be interviewed and
tested at the Mosfilm Studios.
Young and pretty Shanna Pro-
khorenko was found by Chu-
khrai in an acting school.

Chukhrai, who wrote the
script with Valentin Yoshov,
met his collaborator at the In-
stitute of Cinematography in
Moscow, Studying together,
they became deep friends.

Yoshov served in the Navy
in World War II; Chukhrai
was a paratrooper. In writing
“Ballad of a Soldier,” they
drew upon their own war ex-

ng Film, Bows

Here
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MAT 2A

ROMANTIC ADVENTURES are Shanna Prokhorenko and Vla-
dimir Ivashov in the International film hit “Ballad of a Soldier,”

which arrives

at the

theatre. First Russian film to be distributed independently under
the Soviet American cultural exchange program, “Ballad of a
Soldier” is a J. Jay Frankel presentation, distributed by Kingsley
International Pictures. Highlv praised by the press in this coun-
try, “Ballad of a Soldier” won awards at Cannes and the two top
awards at the San Francisco Film Festival.

periences. Chukhral was
wounded five times, three times
seriously.

A hero of the defense of
Stalingrad, who later was a
member of the units which pur-
sued the Germans across Aus-
tria, Chukhrai was awarded
medals several times for his un-
usual bravery.

His first film, “The Forty-
first,” brought his work to the
attention of international film

“Ballad of a Soldier” Star
Makes It in First Role

shanna Prokhorenko makes her first screen appear-
ance in the co-starring role of Shura in “Ballad of a Soldier,”
the internationally acclaimed romantic drama, due

at the

theatre.

The young, pretty star, a member of the Moscow Art
Theatre, was born in Poltava, the heart of the Ukraine.

After the death of her father,
a Soviet air force officer, in
1941, Shanna and her mother
were evacuated to the city of
Orienburg in the Ural region.
The war over, Mrs. Prokhor-
enko and her daughter went to
live in Leningrad. There, Shan-
na continued her primary edu-
cation and was graduated from
high school.

With the reluctant consent
of her mother, Shanna decided
she wished to become an ac-
tress. When the Moscow Art
Theater, which was visiting
Leningrad, auditioned her, she
performed impressively. The
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MAT 1B

LOVELY Shanna Prokhorenko is the
fetching star of “Ballad of a Soldier,"
the internationally acclaimed romantic

drama opening at the

theatre. The Kingsley

International release, a J. Jay Frankel

23 ilrﬂlll.lltinn. is the first Russian film to

be distributed under the Soviet Amer-

ican cultural exchange agreement.

directors accepted her and she
left with a troupe to become an
actress student in Moscow.

At present, as is her co-star
in “Ballad of a Soldier,” Vlad-
imir Ivashov, she is continuing
her film studies at the Institute
of Cinematography in Mos-
cow. She expects to receive her
diploma in 1963. Shanna is at
work on her second film, “If
This Is Love.”

In sports, she is fond of horse-
back riding and swimming. For
hobbies she creates and de-
signs her own dresses and ac-
tually likes sewing,

Got Film Part
In “Ballad”
After Ordeal _

Vladimir Ivashov, who is the young
soldier in “Ballad of a Soldier,” the
award winning film drama coming
to the theatre,
got the role which has made him inter-
nationally famous, after a hard struggle
for an audition. He was the seventy-third
candidate interviewed and auditioned by
director Grigori Chukhrai.

*‘Ballad of a Soldier,"" a J. Jay Frankel
presentation, distributed by Kingsley In-
ternational Pictures, is the first independ-
ently distributed Russian film released

here under the Soviet-American cultural »

film exchange.

Viadimir Ivashov was born in Moscow,
the second of three children. His father
is the controller of an airplane factory
building jet passenger planes, such as
the Tupolev-104.

After graduating from the Moscow high
school, *Volodia® as his friends call him,
enrolled as a student at the Moscow In-
stitute of Cinematography. He is still a
student there and expects to graduate
with a diploma in 1963.

His next film is **Thunder Clouds,"'*
described as a film about the struggle of
a half pagan religious sect in Russia
which still survives.

Vladimir excells in swimming, boxing
and horseback riding. He loves to play
the Balalaika and sing folksongs in Rus-
sian and English. His favorite, he says,
is ""Home On The Range'’ which he can
sing in English, after learning the words
by rote.

WARNING: This material may be protected by copyright law (Title 17 U.S. Code)
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makers, and at a recent Cannes
Festival, it won a prize. “Bal-
lad of a Soldier” was the sec-
ond film under his direction.

Chukhrai has said that
through his simple, vet pro-
found love story of the adven-
tures of a young boy and girl,
he hoped to bring to the screen
a feeling of the uselessness of
war and the power of love for
understanding among _people
of the world.
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SHANNA Prokhorenkoe and Viadimir
Ivashov are the romantic young stars
of “Ballad of a Soldier,” the inter-
nationally renowned film drama open-
ing at the

theatre. The J. Jay Frankel presenta-
tion, distributed by Kingsley Interna-
is the first Russian
film to be released independently under

tional Pictures,

the Soviet American cultural exchange

program,
T T S T i T— i S—— —— ———
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MAT IC

Handsome, young Viadimir Ivashov, is
star of "Ballad of a Soldier,” inter-
national prize winning romantic drama

opening at the

theatre. The J. Jay Frankel pres-

entation, distributed by Kingsley Inter-
national Pictures, is the first Russian
film to be released independently under
the Soviet American cultural exchange

program.
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ADVERTIS

“One of the Year’s Best!”

— Bosley Crowther, New York Times

| ]

've seen from today's “)
Russian cameras, it introduces l‘é:

a director of genius anad Pl

two young actors of

great charm and brilliance.”
—Paul V. Beckley, N. Y. Herald Tribune
FOUR

B.&. 8.6 (Wq)”f

— Wanda Hale, N Y Doily News 5
—Archer Wins

Ballad ofa b
Soldier

"Not only the finest film )

?1

-«,.1

“-Ha-

top-grade.’

ten. N, Y. Fost

“Fine film entertainment..

NiRtL
2
A MosFilm Studio Production « Directea by Grigori Chukhrai < - . A < " ¢
A J Jay Frankel Presanlalion » A Kingsiey International Refease
3 col. x 65 lines—( 195 lines) Ad Mat # 302
also available as 2 col. x 45 lines—(90 lines) Ad Mat #202

“*One of the Year’s Best!” 4

._]
—N. Y. Times —Herald Tribune —Cue —N. Y. Post —Salurday Keview i

“The best Russian movie since World War |l. Brilliant, vehemently ‘L(r’ r,?%
original, beautiful, humorous sentimental journey. Surefire sense e
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