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Moya babushka (My grandmother), Mikaberidze, Kote, 1929
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Archival Treasures of the Silent
Screen--Soviet Georgian Films
in the PFA Collection:

Kote Mikaberidze’s

%Ly@randmuther (Moya
a

bushka) 9:10

Looking something like Franz Kafka meets Charlie
Chaplin, My Grandmother is a riotous, scathingly
anti-bureaucratic satire, a genuine piece of gro-
tesquerie descended from Gogol and the Soviet
Eccentric cinema (FEKS). For invention it matches
any film of the French avant-garde, taking in all kinds
of advanced hlmic devices such as stop-motion, bits
of puppetry and animation, as well as expressionist
decor and exaggeratedly angular shooting. The ener-
getic music track will probably have you dancing a
kind of Soviet charleston along with the film's most
memorable character, a bureaucrat’s wife who is
caught up in a frenzy of bourgeois living.

o Directed by Kote Mikabernidze. Wnitten by Mika-
beridze, G. Mdivani and S. Dolhidze. Photographed
by A. Polikevich and B. Poznan. With A, Takaish-
vili, B. Chernova, E. Obanov (1929, 65 mins, Silent
with music track and Russian intertitles with live
English translation, 35mm, Print from PFA Collec-
tion)
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