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- passion

LOOKING for Carmen, soldiers
spy on Spanish cigaretie {uctory
girls, working half naked. They
watch the swirl of bare feet and
home-spun skirts when the wo-
men head for 4 nearby ecantina.
There, Carmen moves like a lio
ness. Bhaking out her dark coiled
hair, her hips swaying in arahes.
ques, Carmen gets right to the
point. "Love is a wild bird, a pypay
child that knows no law.,” she
sings.

“Carmen,” Francesco Rosi's
exciting, politically interrsting,
beautifully conceived film of Hi-
zel’'s opera geta right to the point
too - thrusting the pasasion of
Carmen (Jullan Migenes John-
son} into the orderly life of Na-
varre soldier Don Jose (Plarcido
Domingol.

Using the terraced Spanish
town of Ronda as a hackground
for the interplay between faw
abiding soidiers and unruly pen-
sant giria, Rosi bakes &1z char.
acters in a {andscape whose
whiteness, bareness and heat in-
tensities the emotions suggested
by his usual Itallan settings,

From the beginning, it's clear
that the adobe bharracks hutlit inlo
the hills above Ronda offer Little
pritection. Sweethearts sitp in
slde looking for thetr lovers, and
auidiers apill downhiil into the
cantina looking for girls. When
Carmen acts her sights on Jose,
shethrowsarose at himochalleng-
ingly, turning f{o her girtfriends
with the slightly contemptucus
smile that says "a pennileas
gypay like me can have any man
in this town.”

She can, 100,

When Don Jose arrests her for
knifing another factory girl, she
mahkes short work of him. At first,
ahe undulates in the background.
But within minutes, her body has
peductivelytakenoverthescreen.

T

Crmventional and slow-moving,
Placido's Don Jose is intentional-
iv a lesger figure than Migenes-
Johnson's fiery Carmen, though
we believe in the sparks that fly
between his solidity and longing
and her wililfulness and sultri.
naess,

Vhen they run away toa life of
banditry in the mountains, we
realize the town offered each a
foundation and a pathway toeach
other, Lost against Rosi's enor-
mous natural settings, each in-
sists on his own way. Don Jose
iries to sing Carmen into faithfui-
ness, while she trics to sing her
way towards frecdom. Refusing
to join, their faces are photo-
graphed as if they were the walis
of upposing canyons.

Wiil he kiit her to make her
ohey? Or she kilt him to stay free?
Raosi underiines the ironic point of
Rizet's opera, most interestingly
intheiast scene, set at the Corrida
tn Seviiie.

Though Carmen believes in
love ns "a wild bird that can’t be
confined,” she has thrown over
Pon Jege for Escamillo, a rich
hail-fighter, Rost shows him be-
ing fitted into a crampeg@ red for-
eadaor outht, while Carmen w ails
in the stands strapped into a red
dress that makes her Escamiilo’s
twin.

Inthe final showdown between
her and Don Jose, Rosi picksupon
the implicit similarities between
his two central characters and
biurs the lines that had divided
themm, Carmen’s and Don Jose's
fate becomes the tragedy of our
own struggle with ourselves: Qur
fascination for civilized trap-
pinga{orever fighting our longing
10 escape such things, 1t's Rosi's
way of visualizing these tensiona
that superbly justifies his version
of Carmen’'s story.
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New Yorker the toast

By KATHY HUFFHINES

THESE days "Carmen” seems to
beevery foreign fiim’s first name.
The newest woman in this proces-
sion uf Spanish, French, and Ita-
lian "Carmens” is a Puerto Rican-
Greek New Yorker.

Julia Migenes-Johnson,
Francesco Rosi's “Carmen’

.
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of Europe

(opening today in Boston), grew
up in a Manhattan tenement. At
32, she had a smali part in a pro-
duction of "Madame Butterfiy.”
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