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_C"LADIES OF LEISURE" (Columbia, 1929/30) Directed by Frank Capra
~Sgenario by Jo Swerl fyrom the play by Hilton Herbert Gropper entitlied
"Ladies of the Evening® snd presented by David Belagceo; cameéra: Joséph
galker; Released in sound and silent verslons « sound, 10 reels; silent,
reels,
With Baibara Stanwyck, Lowell Sherman, Ralph Craves, Marie Prevost, Nance
O'Neill, George Fawcett, Johnnie Walker, Julietie Compton,

After a stumingly visual opening, "ladies of Ieigure” turns almost at once
(though not permanently) intc a kind of object lessom in the follles of
trying to cut silent versions from sound picburez in those early days of ithe
talkies, It was a common practioce, and it reswely worked, "Ladles of Leisure"
is really no more of & "talkie® then many full-.fledged silentsg but 1t is

as a talkie, its whole grzmmar bullt around the fact that dramatic
situations will be presented and solved orally rather than visually, For a
while, even though camera speeds are normal, one has & kind of slow-motlon
effect and one senses an invisible barrier., Fortunately, at the half-wny
mark, the film decides to be an updated *Camille' . froum then on 1t moves in
a filmic way, the spolen word becomes Incidentsl, and the climaotlic sequencs
is genuinely tenseé, excliting and wvipgual in tho manner of the best sllents.
Throughout too, it 1s slways well.served by cemervaman Augusbt, The sets are
interesting, the compositions often striking, snd some of the closeups of
Miss Stanwyck are quits lovely. The roof garden alop o New York skyscraper
isn’t loof convincing, but it makes a fascinatlng backdrop to much of the
action too.

Stanwyck, with her customary hysterlcal scene even in those days, 1B
extremely gond and shows & maxrked improvement from her prior film, "The
Locked Door" (which we rem uite a few yecars agel., Lowell Sherman does his

Lennox Sanderson from "Way Down Fast¥ e11 cover spain, ond it's always a
pleasure to watch him glide through a =zceune, teking over so effortvlesslye.
Quite obviousiy this titled version (211 thait has survived apparentiy)
doesn't do full justice to the filwm, btut i1ik's siLill good, stylish Capra,
and clearly -~ if one can read between the Tyemes accurately - an exirenely
accompiished and able early taikie, cven if il deesn't quite come off as
en equally accomplighed late silent,
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For the tenefit of members nol prosent at losi week's show: programs

cancelled because of the tramsit sirilko will be re-~scheduled in early
March, and dates ammounced on oui’ Mavch«lay News Balletln,
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