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FILM REVIE

Rewews Fror

In Der Fremde
Alien)
W. GERMAN-TRANIAN-

- COLOR)

%\ﬁt"]’ e
j /6 N Berlin, July 4.

Unsel release of a Provobis Film (Ham- ¢
burg) — New Film Group (Teheran) copro-
duction. Directed by Sohrab Shahid-Saless. |
Screenplay, Saless, Helga Houzer: camera §;
(color) Rumin Reza Molai. Reviewed at
Berlin Film Festival (competitive) July 3, §
75. Running time: 81 MINS., R
Husseyin . . ... e ....... ParvizSayyad [
Student ........ e Anasal Chihan |

Though running in Berlin ofﬁclal-
| ly as an Iranian entry, pic was ac-
tually lensed in this city as aj|

German-Iranian copro.by Sohrabf
Shahid-Saless, the young Iraman_ |
~ director. who-had: the unusual dis-
tinction’ M'h'aving two features (A}
Simpie Eivent and “Still Life’") in§
the 1974'Idcal ‘race, both of them |
| eventua?‘ﬂri:zewmners Perhaps in- |
evitably diﬁappomtmg after
Shahid-Saless’ very impressive}
first pix, item is névertheless first-
rate filmmaking in author’s dry,}
underplayed, poetic style. Oncef
again, it's highly special fare and¥
not for the general consumer.

This time, Saless leaves his Mid- |

East homeland to depict the plight |’
of foreign (in this case Turkish) |
workers in Germany, many of
whom suffer through hard work}
and desperate loneliness in order to|
make that bundle with which to|
start a modest new life back home.
In almost documentary fashion, he|
chronicies the uneventful life on one
particular worker, and his frus-|
trations in trying to break out of|
his physical and lmgual ghetto ex- |

- Istence. . |
Tempo is dellberately slow and
the director’s repetitions a mirror}
of a life of unchanging routine andj
restriction. Saless never preaches}
-or overstates his case (typlcally, 1

hate for all foreigners at the pro-|
tagonist, the scene is cut off beforef
an argument ensues) but his pointsj
are made, nevertheless and bitter-}
ly S0. f'
Pic is technically excellent, and|
the real-life thesps director hasj
found fit their submissive roles tof
perfectwn wHawk
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